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READER. 


HIS. Treatiſe I received b- ©. 

Trader from New-Eingland from OY 
an_unknown hand+(a Loatnid) 
Nomeonformiſt there, as-1 gueſs 
him to be.) I had nottime to have the Judge» © 
meat.of ſome judicious Divine here, (foras, + © 
+ ares them was deſired t© be ſent this; vg 
into thoſe parts) therefore 'L have) 
adventored to. print it on” my, Own 
ment ; and tbo: I; will not prefume to'be a 
competen it Jude, yet TI nay; fay this, that 
it L Lbges nant, ny - PR 

ene ne Popery, [ 
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the Writings of many Divines of the 
Church-of Exgland. 

The Printer having left room at the 
latter end, I thought good to add a Sheet 
which I received from 'a Reverend Di- 
vine, of the Church of England, wi 
I hope will aotoffegd the Author vfjthis, 
Treatiſe, in as much as it may be uſe- 
ful to the Reader to conyince him that 
there are ſome conformable Divines, even 
at this tine, that, heartily deſire and} la- 
bor after Union and Communiod With 
ts faichful in the Land, whether 

ormifts or Nontonformiſts ; t 
of d-baving in ber Articles giyen 
this definition of a Church, 4s. i 

The viſible Charch of. Chriſt: is « Con- 
gregation 'of | faithful Men, in which the 
pure Word of God is preached, and the Sx 
craments be duly adminiſtred according to 
Gy” Ordinance, in all thoſe things that of 

are requiſite to rhe Joy I leave 
the Reader to make the Inference. 
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* 


TO THE 


BOOKSELLER; 


SI R, 


HIS is not the firſt time, that you 

' have been addreſs'd from an un- 
known Hand, with matters which 

were worthy to be made known, and which 
by your ' charitable care have been made 
known to the whole Engliſh Nation. 

The Charatter which you deſervedly have, 
even in America, as well as Europe, is 
that of a good Man ; axd agreeably to that 
Charatter, you will by the Publication of the 
Manuſcript here ſent you, come to the Na- 
tion with good Tidings, 

The Author of this Manuſcript lies ton- 
cealed from you, and from all its Readers, 
only that he may, till a fitter Opportunity, 2 
preſerve his Teeth from ſome few kicking 3 
Unreaſonables : But the Matter of it is 
s Diſcourſe, wherein with Truth cloſely 
followed, there is expreſſed ſuch « Spirit of 
union with all good Men, whether Confor- 


- 
miſts - - --- 
= . - oc 
d a,” 
8 , by 


To the BooxtSELLER: 


miſts or Diſlenters, that none of them can 
be offended at. 

It cannot but be a Satisfaftion unto the | 
lovers of Truth, to be*entertained with an | 
Hiſtory, thus unexceptionable : and a Per- 
ſon of ſuch « diſpoſition as yo69, to ſerve 
your Country and the Church of God in all 
tts Intereſts, cannot but rejoice in an oppor- 
twnity to communicate unto the Publick « 
little Book, accommodated ſo much as this, | 
wnto thoſe Intereſts. 

Tow will find the Compoſure brief ; but you 
will find a varicty of acceptable things, crowd- | 
ed into this grateful brevity : the Stile alſo 
1 hope you will find not unacceptable * and 
tho 'twas written in the year 1696, IT ſup- 
poſe *tis grown but the more fafnable by 
being till now reſerved. y | 

But all this I leave' to your better Fudg- 
ment, and ſubſcribe, © | 


STR, 
Boſton in 
. "Th bs. A. ; Your hearty 


(tho unknown} 
Friend and Servant. | 
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ELEUTHERIA; 


$. 1. E have ſeen a great R E- 
VOLUTION, and 
we arce re long to fee a 

greater. 


There are very conliderable Queſtions, which 
do, and will, and cannot bt exerciſc the. minds 
of good Men in the Engliſh Nation. To afliſt 
agreeable Anſwers unto thoſe conſiderable Rueſti- 
ons, there can ſcarce any more ſignificant rhing 
be offered, than an incontelſtible /des and H; 
of the REFORMATION. And one is here briek 


ormable Writers in the Church of England, all 


along here quoted,. have rendred inconteſtible: .” 
You have here a relation and a deſcription of 


a marvellow Matter, whereot 1 may ſay, as Auſtin 
once did of another Matter, Qm/quss non wider, 


Cacut 5 Dusſquis videt, nec » \0gr Abang 2" ” 
Quuſq = er | 


uis laudants reluttatur, in/anus : 
lind and mad who do not acknowl 


Advice..of this importance :,. Beleveſt thaw. 7 

T how ſhalt ſee yet greater things than theſe. dg. 

the and of ghis eee Trextie, be wil foe pag 
| | ittle Tr wi 
Authority this Expectation is with ſo 
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4 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 


8. 2, And now, Reader, be willing to travel 6 
far into Antiquity, as to take a view of the Con- 
dition, whereinto the Chriftian Church was fallen 
by the Apoſtacy, which, as the Spirit of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt long before expreſly foretold, was to 
come upon it. When the /mperial and Heathensſh 
Power once flourifhing at Rome, whichhindred 
the Revelation of that wicked one, was taken ont 
of the way ;, and in the fourth and fifth Century, 
the fierce Nations of the Northern Barbarigns 
made their violent Aſfavlts upon the Roman 
Empzre, and carried all before %*tm, with an ir- 
reſiſtible Innndation of Deſolation ;, Then a little 

4 Prieft had opportunity to eſtabliſh himſelf with 
a mixt Religion among, thoſe barbarous Nations, 
and then there appeared openly in the Temple of 
Ged that AN TICHRIST, whocalls himſelf 
(what indeed the very name ANTICHRIST 

- moſt properly ſignifies) The Vicar of CHRIST, 
* "This Ancichriſt,or the Sat anical Spirit, working 
in the Biſhop of Rome, was conceived as early 
"as twenty five years after the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord, in affeftations of Eccleſiaſtical Prebemj.- 
» *nency, when the Apoſtles accordingly gave no- 
Trice of him; and he was compleated about 
ſix hundred and ſixty fix years afrer this, when 
Image-Worſhip was effectually preſſed by the Ne- 
bathadnezz ar of the Weſtern Babylon, with the 
ruit of rhe Jconoclaftich Emperors that refuſed 
it: © But between thoſe Terms; even abcut the 
yen” 430, there were no leſs than e@ Soveraign 
Kingdoms, which, taKing advantage from t 
Confuſions whereinto the Empire was fallen, 
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and Nonconformity. 5 
ſet up for themſelyes ; and according to the Sa- 
cred Oracles, when thoſe ten Kingdoms received 
their Power, then, even inthat ONE HOUR, 
there got into the Throne the Antichriſtian Beaſt, 
unto whom it may be the Spirie of Prophecy had 
ſome reſpeQ in the moſt antient Writings of the 


Old Teſtament, which mention the Leviathan, 


From the Shipwreck, of the Empire there were 
aickly gathered Planks to patch up that Fa- 
ick, which they ſince call Sr, Peter's Bark: a 

crafty Clergy under one ſpiritual Monarch, be- 

came the Conquerors of the Pagans, from whom 
they had been conguertd ; obtruding upon them 

a Chriſtianity diſguiſed with Paganiſm, and a Doc- 

trine of Demons, with a mighty Lerry of Mira- 

cles, and Auſterities of forbidding to marry, and 


commanding to abſtain from Meats, to render they + 


Cup of their Abomination the more incbriatin« 
Thus the deadly Wound giv'n to the Fourth A: 
narchy was healed ; the Dragon that inſpired 
under its Heathen form, did now no lefs inſpiy: 
it under its Chritian ; and the faithful People 6: 
God were not miſtaken in thoſe days, in theiz 
ConjeCctures upon the Signs of tzmes, when Rome's 
falling into the Gorbic hands, cauſed them t6 


expect and exclaim with Jgrom, He that bindred. 


is now taken out of the way; ANTICHRIST 
is at hand! Gregory the Biſhop of Rome had no 
ſooner proclaimed it, intheſe memorable words 
of his twenty cighth Epiſtle, Becauſe ANTI. 
CHRIST, that Enemy of the Almighty, I'S 
NOW AT HAND —1 ſpeak it boldly ;, whoever 
calls bimſelf, or deſires to be call'd by cthers, The 
UNIVERSAL BISHOP, is the FORE-RUN- 
A 3 NER 
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6 "A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
NER OF ANTICHRIST. But Boniface the 
Biſhop of Remy coming, a few Months after him, 
obtained from the Traitor Phocas (Obrinuit mag- 
na tarfen contentione, ſaith Platins) The Title of 


THE SOVERAIGN AND UNIVERSAL Bl- 


SHOP. To rhe Reign of the ANTICHRIST, 
and {6 of Idelatry, Perſecution, and all myſt eri- 
ous Iniquity, thus come into play, the great 
Lord of all 7T*me bath allow'd' a ſpace, wearing 
the Denomination of TIME, TIMES, and 
HALF A TIME, or in plainer Expreſſions, 
twelve bundred and ſixty Tears; and fo long all the 
effefts of an horrible Apoftacy make a very 


Gehinnom of that which was called CHRISTEN- 


DOM. 


F. 3. While the dolefol :ime of three hundred 

A ſixty Years, and the yet more doleful rwo 
45 of ſeven hundred and twenty years were 
::wly wheeling about, no Tongae is able to ex- 
ef, or Heart conceive, the Jlamentable Cir- 
«ymſtances wherero the Holy God abandoned 
the World, for its indiſpoſition to the bleſſed 
Tingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : tho Wri- 
tings were then commonly dated Regnante Chri- 
fo, © yer it may be truly ſaid, that Saran then 


reigned, ſo as never more uncontrolably, Te 


was then the Hour and Power of Darkneſs; the 
Deyil (in his Vicar and, Fice-Roy) was by the 
Wrath of God the King of Europe, and the De- 
ſftroyer of the Faith ;, and it was bur with too 
much of. jignificancy, tho a Proſepepeis bold 
enough, there were then framed Letters of 
Thanks from Lucifer the Prince of D ;, and 
4 a 
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. ini Nonconformity. 7 
Were of the High Myſteries of Acheron,” un- 
fo his deer Allies, the Clergy of the Church of 
this latter Ale, which bis Adverſary Teſua Chriſt 
calls the Congreg ati of the Wickgd, for the help 
which "the had given him to bring the whole 
World wide; Dominion ; and ſaying this, a- 
mong other thitigs too» juſtly ſaid, Thow baft 
cleauid wnto wa, © our bleſſed Babylon ; the Sove- 
reign f our Empire 1: by you propt up, and our 
intolerable loſr reſtored! None but men intoxi- 
cated nnto the degree of Campanella's Phrenſy, 
can dream (tho be c., and wrote it) that this 
Reign of the Pope was the promiſed Keign of our 
Lord: \t is this papal Confaſiog upon the World 
which is by -the All-wiſe Permiſſion of Heaven, 
that which lies in the way of what according ro 
the Promiſe of God we look for * And fo it muff 
and ſo ic will, until the wicked One be deſtroyel 
by the brighraeſs of the ſecond coming of him, 
whom we expett from Heaven as our Saviour, - 
In thoſe diſmal days, Reader, wilt thou 
give thanks to God that thou waſt not born in" 
thoſe days ?] Clouds of thick Barbarity envelop- 
ed and overwhelmed all Schools of Liter atwre, 
The famous Maxim of old Job» Dullard paſt” © 
for no leſs thah a Maxim, Duns eris meliar 
Grammaticus, tanto pejor Theologis, Eſpencexs, 
one of themſelves, acknowledges that among 
their beſt Authors, Grece noſſe ſuſpettam ſuerit, 
Hebr aice proprie Hereticum. Zuinglius and Colli- 
was had like to have loſt their lives for medlio 
with thoſe dangerous Languages, Greek and 
Hebrew. To give the Etymology of the word 
Allelsja, rack'd the mgſt extended Wirs of 
A 4 


whole 


8 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
whole Univerſities. The beſt Latin they wrote 
was little better than the ſtuff in the Epifole 
obſcurorum virorum ; the reading w call. 
the witty Ersſaws into ſuch a fit of laughter 
as broke an Abſceſs in his face, whereinto the 
Chirurgeons were going to make an Jnciſion, 
What jejune and wr Fooleries were the 
higheſt Learning of Colleges, the more learned 
Bullinger alone is a ſufficient Relator : A little of 
Ariſtotle, confounded rather than expounded by 
the Commentaries of the Schoolmen, with an 
heap of pitiful Cqbweb-Notions, was the Flinty 
Diet then gnaw*d upon 3 and Ludoview Vives 
roundly ſwears for them, that when they ſome- 
times brag'd of ſuch abilities in Ds/putation as 
would - have been too hard for Ariftotle himſelf, 
Ego id pro wobis dejerabo, nam quas artes vos modo 
| aſtis, quas nugas, & quidem ex illins, ut pu- 
tatir, Dogmatibus, vwhſe fi revitſiſceret, non intelli- 
erit, ac ne ſur quiderh Libros, ut vos explicatic. 
Their Devinity was by a Renowned Writer, 
who lived three hundred years ago, too truly 
compared unto the Apples of Sodom, that under 
a faw $kin had nothing but Aſbes and Posſon, 
Dottors of Divinity were created,and pronounced 
” moſt ſufficient; who never had the Bible, 
(nor indeed had they any other Bible, than thar 
wulgar Latin, wherein one of themſelves, 7{- 
ders Clariws, declares that he found fourſcore 
thouſand Errors :) and, as Eraſmus reports of 
them, at fourſcore years of Age they bad ſtu- 
. died nothing but a few filly Sophiſms; and. if 
any thing were quored out of St. Paw, it aſto» 
uhed them, Stephens anc Gerbard are compe- 
" cnt 


and Nonconformity. 9 
tent Witneſſes, that the Preachers of no leſs 
than half 'an hundred years ſtanding, had never 
ſeen the New Teſt ament : Mnſcalws affirms, that 
multitudes of them never ſaw the Scripeares in 
their Lives ; or if they ever did, it was like the 
Arch-Biſhop of Mentz, of whom Amama tells 
us, that opening the Bible, he ſaid, In truth 7 
don't know what Book, this is, but 1 perceive evry 
thing in it is againſt ws. Their Sermons were 
accordingly but ridiculous Harangues upon the 
Reliquer or Merits of the Saints; or elſe the more 
exquiſite Poſtilers made Peter Lombard, or Tho- 
mas Aquinas, or Duns Scotws, the Oracles upon 
which they diſcourſed : Plures extiterunt*(fays 
Thamer ) Thomifte quam Biblici. And as Me- 
lanithon affirms, Ariſtotles Ethicks was in the pub- 
lick Churches uſually treated on ; but all were 
generally of Hoſww's Perſwalion, Longs meliors 
talo res Eccleſie ftaturas fuiſſe, ſi nullum Evange- 
lium ſcriptum fſuiſſet. In thoſe days the Face of 
the Earth was almoſt covered with Religious How- 
ſes, as they called them ; from. whence continu» 
ally iſaed out the ſwarms of thoſe Locufts, the 
ſeveral Orders of the Religious, who in the great 
ſmokg of ' the bottomleſs Pir, which they brought 
with them, tormented Mankind exceedingly. 
Alfted above one hundred years ago, reckons 
two hundred twenty five thouſand, forty and four Mo- 
naſteries in Chriſtendom; in which, if we reckon 
only twenty perſons belonging at the ſame time 
to each of theſe Monafteries one with another, 
the Sum total amounts to four Aſillions five bun« 
dred thouſand eighty ang eight Souls, 1f after fo 
many Nations had utterly ſupprefs'd theſe Ara- 


demiss 


Ss. thoſe Children of Pride, whoſe Title 


10 A Hiſtory of the Riformation, 
demigs of the Devil, they were yet ſo nime- 
rous, 'what horrid Shoals of Poiſoners was the 
Woarld before ſuch a ſuppreſſion plagued 'with- 
al ? Their Cells were not the ſeats of the Maſes 
and the Graces, as Mutins tells ns that Charles 
the Great intended them, when, he founded ſo 
many of them; no, they wefe, as Heſpiian 
rells us, rather ſqualid Priſens, and ſuch Nurſe- 
ries of ignorance, that, More ignorant than 4 
Atonk, was a Proverb for the moſt ignorant ;, ind 
it -was no abuſe to ſtile the Wretches who 
dwelt in them, Stoicas ſamias, cucullata Aonffre, 
inſcitie & Cacologis Doflores : yea they were 
the very Habitations. of Devili, the Holds of 
every foul Spirit, the Cages of every hateful and un- 
clean Bird ;, and ſuch Antichambers of Hell it (elf, 
that if after Bernard's Invettives againſt them, 
we peruſe the inconteſtible Accounts of them 
who then went under the name of the Kel. 
gions, reported by Petrus Cluniacenſis, by Cerbo 
Auguſt nions, by Gualos, and Nigelw, and 
Honorias and Polydore Virgil, and others, but 
eſpecially by old Nicolaus de Clemangs, we ſhall 
wonder at the Divine Patience that the Fate of 
(ill, impending over the abominable 
.af Kome) did nor overtake them. The 


was Hi Holmeſs, ordinarily was a very Devil 
for wickedneſs, an Heretich, a Conjurer, a Per- 
garer, a Murderer, a Sodomite ;, ſych a filthy pack 
fliere was of them, that heathen Rome, with alf 
her Nere's, or Domitian's, or Commodas's, or He- 
liogabalw?s, could never match them : And it 
may be gueſled, whar Saints the Common. 

Soldiers 
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and Nonconformity” © 1 
widiers were, when they had ſuch Hell-brands 
o be their Leaders. In thoſe days the Wor- 
hin of bur Lord Jefus Chriſt was ev'ry where 
oft in a depraved mixture of Jewiſh and Pagan 
Rites (hot withont additions from the Alcho- 
#n :) corfed Charms, and thouſands of magical 
Tricks, were every where intraduced, inſtead 
pf © our Lord's Inflitutions ; informach that the 
\uthor/ of the Faſciculw Temporam ſays, A 
onſter of a Dog's Head on a Man's Body, ex- 
hibired unto Lewes bene poruis monſtroſum ſt atum 
inificare bujas Temporis ; Exorciims and Amu- 
lets, and very diabolical Fopperies were of 
univerſal uſe. The Fairhful were ſacrilegiouſly 
cheated of the Cap in the Excharst (tho our * 
Lord foreſeeing this, expreſly bad them A L L 


drink, of it ;) and the monſtrous Figment of 
Tranſubſtazrsation was thruſt down their throats 


with burning Firebrands. The varicgated Idola- 
try of Artolatry, and Mariolatry, and Hagiola- 
try, and Angelolatry, and Zeipſanolatry, and Iho- 
_—_ flPd the Devotions of Mankind. A 
vile Man fitting in his Pontifice! Chair, was 
with infinite Blaſphemy adored as the Lord 
God, and that Stile of Dominus Dems nofter 
Paps moſt blaſphemouſly uſurped. And ſuch 
Deviliſm ruled in all places, that the Hiſtori- 
ans of theſe Periods cannot forbear crying out 
with YViedwanu, O quam lamentabilis, & exe- 
crabilis deformitas Ecclefie, vlis in temporibus 
feta et It thoſe days a pretended Succeſſor 
to Simen Peter, advanced by the Arts of 

(and- inferior Eccleſiaſticks uſually fol-. . 
lowed the Example) exercisd a prodigious 
LP Tyranny 


12 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
Tyranny over the Children of Men in all their 


Intereſts : The Peoplecould not approach the 


Word of Life ;, the Bread of Life was detain'd in 
inacceſſible Concealments, and the blind led the 
blind ; the Colliers Creed no man might preſume 
to go beyond : Oath: of abſulmte Obedjence to 
the Holy See fetter*'d the Conſtiences of Men : 
Laws above and beyond, and contrary to thoſe 
of our Lord were impoled upon Men, fo many 
as make huge Volumes of Canezs in Folio 4 De- 
crees, Decretals and Extravagants made a huge 
body of Laws for all men to obſerve, which 
wiſe men would even diſdain to ſtudy, but ſay 
with the Prophet, Non poſſumw, Domine, veſcs 
ſtercore bumano : Laws whereof Apripps, who 
was a Dottor thereof, ſays, Non ſunt 4 Deo nec 
ad Dewum, ſed a corrupto hominum ingenio profetia, 
O& ad avaritiam excogitata. Filthy Lucre was 
all that was purſued by the greedy Dogs, who 
had now taken the charge of the Flocks ; and 
the forlorn Flocks, that ſaw (as Mantwan de- 
plores it) there were - 
Venalia Rome 

Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria ſacra, Corone, 
Ignis, Thura, Preces, Calum venale,. Denſq; 


were under all poſſible Temptations to fall into 
downright Atheiſm. The Marriage of Prieſts 
was made a Crime unpardonable by thofe thar 
were the moſt profligate of Whoremaſters, 
Qui cenjugia damnando profitentur fe naſci non de- 
buiſaq And one grand Brothel. Houſe was made 
of that which was called the Houſe of God. 
That Sham, the Fire of Purgatory, was .an En- 
« gin 
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pin that made a lewd and a vaſt Crew vf kna- 
ziſh Churchmen, under a vow of Poverty, live 
nerrily upon Roſtmeat all their days. An 
iftorian of their own aſſerts it with ſome re- 
entment concerning the one Kingdom of Eng- 
in particular, Thet there was not remainins 
o much reaſure in the Kingdom as theſe Wreichss 

in one three years extorted, and exported out of 
t, the Veſſels of the Church only excepted : liifa- 
n0us Indulgences, denominated very properly The 
Treaſury ofthe Church, were, as Rivet calls them, 
mulgences , whereby Þeſforred Sinners were 
v5 of all the money they had : Theſe did, 
as Matthew Paris exprelles it, Romanorum locu- 
los impregnare, cram the Coffers of the Roma- 
niſts : But ſo ingenuons is the Taxa Camere Apo- 
folice, as to confeſs, Naa diligenter, quod bu- 
uſmodi gratis non conceduntur pauperibus ;, quid , 
won habent, ergo non poſſunt conſolari. A proud 
Prelate wagld ſet his foge upon the neck of Prin- 
ces : Emperors muſt hold the ſtirrup for niount- 
cd Beggars: Crowned Head: were treated with 
wonderful Indignities by a Tyrant of Soul? ; and 
if any one began to diſpute his Tyranny, 
they dreadfully thunderſtruck bim, embaraſ- 
ſed him, and ruin'd him with their Azarhemas ; 
two Emperors alone were under a neceſſity to 
ſight at leaſt threeſcore bloody Battles. againſt 
Enemies, which the Pape had raiſed. againſt 
them, The Immnniry from tlie ſecular. Power 
caim'd by Ecclefiaſticks, and the command * 
which-by means of Avuricular . Confeſſion they 
got over the Souls of Men, put rhe world on- 
der att intolerable Slavery to the. ' Powere of 
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darkneſs,” —But bold Pen! "Tis here no 
place for thee to tranſcribe the Letters of 
Perrafch to his friends about Rome's being the 
Mother of Harlots, or the Complaints which 
Clemangis made ſeveral hundreds of years ago, 
De corrupto Eccleſie ſtat, or to abridg the whole 
Cartloads of Books, which a whole Army of 
| Proteſtants (beſides Monſieur Clande) have fince 
written in defence of the Reformation. It is 
enough to bring in Barone himſelf, lamenting 
the Tempora Eccleſia infelicsſſima, & lutnoſuſuma, 
The lamentgble times, when into the Chalr of 
Peter [ Sir, Your Eminence might have call'd ir, 
The Chair of Peftilence ! ] there got horribly 
diſſolute,villanons,and infamous Monſters; when 
Srrumpets ruled the Roaſt, and all holy Canons 
and Cuſtoms were extinguiſhed ; when our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt Nept in the Ship with a profound 
ſleep, and the violent Winds overwhelmed it, 
and he raiſed up no man to corre theſe 
things; yea, which was worſt of all, there 
wege no Diſciples to awaken our Lord £* 
. _ cries, but a dead ſleep was upon them 
| all 


6. 4- Were there no Attempts of good Men 
Jn this dolefal Time, and in theſe woful T:mes, 
to recover the Church out of this deplorable 4- 
poltacy ? Yes, but unſacceſsful enough, becauſe 
the /aft Half-rime of the Antichriſt was not yet 
arrived. Many particular Witnelles of the 
Truth, illaminated by the Grace of Heaven, ſaw 
through the thick milts of Error in theſe Ages 
of darkneſs; and in the very darkeſt pen of 
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and Nonconformity. £ 15 
the Earth, which was then filled with Habite- 
tions of Cyuchy, {o many were theſe Witneſſes, 
that the World knows, the C«logne of them 
hath made a Folie: And as eminent men 
whoſe Heart-ftrings were made of 4 little finer 
Clay than the groſſer part of Mankind, could 
not without much Abomination, behold the abo- 
minable Principles and PraCtices then commonly 
prevailing ; Jo there were .not a few of them, 
who particularly diſcerned the evident Cha- 
raters of ANTICHRIST. It is five: hun- 
dred 'years'ago, that Abbot Jeachins told the 
two Kings of England and Frence, That Aw- 
tichriſt was be who was then ſet on hugh on the Aps- 
of Rome; aid that in the 
time of this Amughrit many Chriſtians ſhall preſerve 
the true Faith in Dent and Caves of the Earth, 
and in deſart places, even until the conſummation of 
Amichrift ; and as long ago it is, that Perer of 
Blows exhorted his Friends in time to depart 
from the midſt of that Babylon. It is impoſſi- 
ble without admiration to read the moſt exgyi 
fite*»Oratian made by the Biſhop of Saltzbu; 
to the States of the Empire, in the year 1240, 
in which be calls the Popes the Priefts of Baby- 
lon, and finds at Rome the Antichriff which 
had the ten Horn, or Kings of Exrope under 
him, Yea, as early as the year 991, . a whole 
Council of Galick Biſhops cried out upon the 
Pope, He is the Antichriſt who fits in the Temple 
of God! But the Admonitions of theſe greas 
Men were generally Songs anto the deaf ; 1 fay 
geoerally, becauſe I cannot ſay univerſally: 1 
particularly know, that in the twelfth Centw- 
", 
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. there was a Treatiſe emitted in the name of 
ne faithful Servants of, Chriſt, :concerni 
the Antichriſt, which they faid was then manif 
in the Papacy whereupon ſome did then ſepa- 
rate. But the time for favor, the ſet time was not 
yet come / Indeed all this while our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt had his chaſter Church, vsſbly exiſting 
among that choſen and boly Generation of Peo- 
ple who, as Leger hath proved,” were called YVat- 
denſes, long before the time of Peter - Valds, 
which" name (as they are now called Yandois 
from the word Vawe, that ſignifies a Yally) be- 
long'd unto them, as inhabiting the Yalies of 
the Alps, From the ſworn Enemies of that 
renowned People, we will. briefly cake their 
( therefore credible ) Charafter and Hiſtory: 
Claudine Seſſelins the Archbiſhop of Tarin, in a 
Book which be writ againſt the W. , tells 
Us, That the Set of the Waldenſes took its riſe 
from a moſt religions Perſon, called Leo, that 
a in the time of Conſtantine the Great, and 
deteſting the Covetouſneſs of Pope Sylveſter, 
and the immoderate Bounty of Conſtantine, choſe 
rather to embrace Poverty with the ſumplicity of 
the Chriſtian Faith, than with Sylveſter to be 
defiled with fat and rich Benefices, and that all 
they who were ſeriouſly Religions, joined themſelves 
unto him. 'Reynerns Sacco the celebrated Ingui 
ror, quoted by the Jeſuir Cretzer in his Behothe- 
gue of the Fathers, has a like Paſſage ; he ſays, 
Among all the Selis there is none that bath been 
fo pernicions tothe Church of Rome as that of the 
Leoniſts, becauſe ut 15 the moſt antient, and bath 
continued longeſt ; for ſame affirm that it began in 
the 
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the time of Sylveſter, and others in the time of 
the Apoſtles ;, and becauſe they who are of it, bave 
4 great ſhew of Picty, live wertwouſly before Mem, 
believe rightly of the Deity, and obſerve all the Ar- 
ticles of the Creed. The Friar Belvedoras, cx- 
culing the Afiſonaries for their not converting 
ſo much as one of the Waldenſes, when they 
were ſent among them, aſligas this Reaſon for 
it.g" The Hereſy 14 too firmly rooted there, for 
fo be able to do good among them ; they of the # 
ley: bave been always, and through all times ac- 
counted Hereticks, That fort. of People call'd* 
Waldenſes, whoſe Errors, as Caſtins the . Fran- 
ciſcan Friar declares. confiſted in this, Thet 
they denied the Church of Rome to be the Holy 
ber-Church, - and would. net obey ber Tradi. 
tions : g Theſe, for the condition they ſubmitted 
unto, were-calPd che Poor Aden of Lions : In 
Danphine, they were nicknamed Chaignard : 
From the Country of- Albe, where their 
opinions. much obtained, they were called 
Albiugenſe: : Tramontans Were thoſe called that 
paſſed the Alps: In, England they were called 
Lollards, from one Lollard, a chief Inſtrutter of 
them there; and ſtrict Laws were there made 
againſt"the Canpentsc/es of thoſe that hag, this 
name applied unto them z; [| LZuere, Whether 
ever yet- repeal'd ?] In Italy they were called 
Fratricelli, or Men of the Brotherhood, from 
their brotherly way of living with one : 
In Germany they were call d Gazares, a word 
that carries the bigheſt Curſedreſs and Wicked- 
neſs in the ſignification b, it: la Flanders wy 
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bad the rame of 'Twpelixs, that is to ſays 
Men dwelling with Wolves, becauſe the heat of 
Perſtcurtion ſometimes drove them to ſeek for 
quarters among the wild Beaſts tin. the Wile 
derneſs, This People were ſtill difpoſed in 
ſundry parts of Z«rope, with Circumſtances 
no better than thoſe which we have newly 
ſeen ; Abbot Joachim, as their Puarter- Maſter, 
providing for them. They were always de- 
ſpiſed, always diſtreſſed, always under hatches : 
Whemtthey made any Figure, the bloody Church 
* of Rome, which cannot any more ceaſe bloodily 
to perſecute the Church of Chriſt, than the 
Leopard can change bis Spats,” quickly thundred 
out barbarous Creiſader againſt them. 4a one 
of which Creſaites- alone, Bellarmine himſelf 
with triumph relates, there were killed no leſs 
than an hundred thouſand - and Perioneaxs avers, 
that 'in France alone by one Perſecution ovpon 
- this People, there were no leſs than ten hun- 
dred thouſand murdered. Wherr ſach tercible 
Diſſipations were overwhelming the Churches 
of our Lorf abroad, it pleated -bim in the 
fourteenth Century to bleſs our Engliſh Nation 
at home, with our memorable #/ikf, who 
ſourded the alarm of Refor magion louder than 
any that had been before him ; che being ig- 
ffruted eſpecially by the Works bf the- godly 
and learned Robert Groſthead, ſet himſelf to 
decry the Pope as the very Antichrift ; and 
that men might be reſcued from the Snares 
of Popery, he not only preacbd and wrote a 
gainſt the villaniey, of the Popiſh Clergy, -— 
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alſo tranſlited the whole Bible jnto the Eng- 
hſh Language ; whereby thole:lmpreſiions were 
made —_ minds of Men that never avuld 
be totally.effaced. His very Adverſaries pro- 
feſſed themſelves aſtoniſhed at his Exerciſes and 
Abilities ; none of the Bulls that roared from 
Rome againſt him, nor all the tricks of Papal 
Malice at home, could prevent his dying 
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the very name of which Town (ligaifying 
the Pure Word) bativin it a pleaſant the 
on of what this Town and the World was by 
Withisff irradiated withal, "But fome of his 
followers, eſpecially one Peter Payn, carried 
his Deftrines into Germany where Jobn Huſs 
was thereby enlightened, and'the Hwſſites began 
to growconfiderable. Happy WICKLIFF! 


of whom, tho-the mad Papilts long after burnt 


his Bones, we will align for an Epirapb, part of 
the Encemiam which the Son of Sirach beſtows 
ed on Simon the Sor of Onics He wes as the 
Morning-Star in the "midſt of a Clond, and as 4 
R ainhow diverting the fears of 4 Deluge, 


: 

. $. If {dolatry, if Hereſy, if Cruelty could 
Ka: a Babylon, the Church of Rome was now 
ſach a Babylen, that all who had any 
for their own everlaſting Welfare, muſt th 
themſelves concern'd now to come out of ber 3 
and it is well done of you, ye fooliſh Roma- 
wiſts, to confeſs, that by B the Oracles 
of Heaven -intend Rome, w you go - to 
prove Peter's being at Kome from the Texs 

Ba where 


peaceably in a good old Age at Latterworth © , 
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20 A Hiſtoryof the Reformation, 
where'you find bim- at Babylon ; Sirs, Who bath 
bewieched you? Chriſtianiry was now fo loſt 
among the generality of them who wore the 
name of Chriſtians, that their deſcription may 
be given 4n the language of Bernard, one too 
far himſelf plunged in. the general Apoſt acy, 
Religions Amique non ſolum virtutem amiſcrunt, 
ſed nec ſpeciem retinens, Let us behold af Idea 


of the Apoſtacy ! 
I. Until the time of the Reſtitution of all things, 


" *tis the Goſpelpurtly and plainly preached 


that muſt repreſene the Lord JESUS CHRIST 
unto the faith, and love, and 19 of his People. 
But the Apoſtate Church, diſliking ſuch a fpirt- 
tail Repreſentarion of -our Lord, forbids Peo- 
ple to read the Scripture, and” inſtead" thereof 


.. aſcend; into Heaven to bring from thence Ima- 


ger of his heayenly Glory ; deſcends into the 
Deep, to bring 'up Crucifixes and Images of 
his reſurreftion from" rhe Dead ; and they muſt 
have ;graven Images of *Cbriſt; that he may be 
nigh unto them 3; as the fond People "of old 
had their Calf in the Wilderneſs. 


II. The real Beauty of Divine Worſhip lies 
in pur devout bomage to ene God th three Perſons, 
and our diftin# reſpe# unto each 'of thoſe Per- 
Tons : Bur the 'Jpoftare Church, not heholding 
this Beauty, inſtead thereof ſer off their own 
Worſhip with an external Pomp, agreeable to 
carnal minds ; meramiciow Allurements, Under 
the pretence of Decency, *1d all the Pagcantry of 
ps. 5 Ceare- 
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Ceremonies, Veſtments, Geſtures, Muſick, Painting, 
and beggarly Elements, Rites ne | 


ay 


111. . Believers are admitted unto a very pecu- 
liar and moſt intimate. Communion with our 
Lord Redeemer, in the Sacrament of the boly 
Supper; A CHRIST ſuffering for us, is in 
that Sacrament, by the Symbeis of Bread and 
Wine; fo tendred unto-the faithful, that in their 
obedience to his appointment of it, they do. with 
incffable advantage partake of him cherein, 
| Burt the Apoftate Church, not having the in- 
Wl tergal expericnce of this matter,” have in the 
room thereof,. igvented the ſottiſh and horrid 
Monſter of Ir erin with the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs. T hey that covid nat bow down to 

this Image, have been caft inity the fiery Furnace ! 


f 
; IV, There is a Catbolick Church which is a 
f Myſtical Society, purchaſed and purified by the 
bleed of the Lord reg married unto him, 
and polleſied by bis HelySpirit; part of this 
, Family of God-is, in conjunction with the 
boly Angels, arrived unto perfect Holigeſs in 
Heaven ; rt.is on Earth, | jn the ſure_way 
unto it. "Burt the Apoſtate Church confines to it 
ſelf the Notion. of the Catbolick Church; it is a 
Society whereto not one inward and fincere 
Grace of . Chriſtianity is requiſite ; a viſible 
eſlion of ſubjection to Komiſh Canons, 
1s all that is required unto the Conſtitution of 
that Society ;, 'tis a wicked thing, by curſed Liga- 
ments compounded for a ſecular Domination, 
B 3 thar 
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20 | A Hiſtory of The Reformation, 
where"you find bim at Babylon; Sirs, Who bath 
bewitched you? Chriſtianity was now {fo loſt 
among the generality of them who wore the 
name of Chriſtians, that their deſcription may 
be given in the language of Fernard, one too 
far himſelf plunged” in. the general Apoſt acy, 
Religions Amtique non ſolum virtutem amiſerunt, 
ſed nec ſpeciem retinent, Let us behold an Idea 


of the Apoſtacy ! | 


I. Until the time of the Refbitution of all things, 
'tis the Goſpel purely and plainly preached 
that muſt repreſene the Lord JESUS CHRIST 
unto the faith, and love, and yoy of his People. 
But the Apoſt ate Church, diſiking ſuch a fpirt 
tual Repreſentation of -our Lord, forbids Peo- 
ple to read the Scripture, and” inſtead thereof 
.. aſcends into Heaven to bring from thence Ima- 
ges of his heayenly Glory ; deſcends into" the 
Deep, to bring 'up Crucifixes and Images of 
his reſurreftion from the Dead ;- and they muſt 
have (graven [mages of *Cbriſt; that he may be 
nigh unto them ; as the fond People of old 
had their Calf in the Wilderneſs. 


11. The real Beavty of Divine Worſhip lies 
in pur devout homage to an! God ih three Perſons, 
and our dftin# reſpe# unto each 'of thoſe Per- 
Tons : Bur the Apoſtate Church, not beholding 
this Beauty, inſtead thercof ſet off their own 
Worſhip with an external Pomp, agreeable to 
carnal minds ; meraricious Alurements, Under 
the pretence of Decency, ord all the Pageantry of 
2 Cere- 
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111. . Believers are admitted unto a very pecu- 
liar and! moſt intimate Communion with our 
Lord Redeemer, in the Sacrament of the boly 
Supper; A CHRIST ſuffering for us, is in 
that Sacrament, by the Symbols of Bread and 
Wine; fo tendred unto-the faithful, that in their 
obedience to his appointment of it, they do. with 
inceffable advantage partake of hbim therein, 
Bur the Apeftate Church, not having the in- 
ternal experience of this matter, have in the 
room; thereof,- iavented* the ſotriſh -and horrid 
Monſter of Tr anſabſt antiariong with the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs. They that covid mat bow down to 
this Image, have been caft inity the fiery Furnace ! 


IV. There is a Catholick Church which is a 
Myſtical Society, purchaſed and purified by the 
bloed of the Lord Chriſt, and marcied unto him, 
and polleſſed by bis Hely\Spirit; part of this 
Family of God "is, in conjunction with the 
boly Angels, arrived unto perfe&t Holigeſs in 
Heaven; part is on Earth, in the ſure way 
unto it, "Burt the Apoſtate Church confines to it 
ſelf the Notion of the Catbolick Church 3 it 1s 
Society whereto not one inward and fincere 
Grace of . Chriſtianity is requiſite ; a viſible 
profeſſion of ſubjection , zo Komiſh Canons, 
1s all that is required unto the Conſtitution of 
that Society z, 'tis a wicked thing, by curſed Liga- 
ments compounded ors ſecular Dominatioo, 
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22 ÞA Hiſtory of the Reformation, 

that anathematizes all that conform not unto 
the Superſtitions of it; and"a Molocb which 
horribly devours the Children caſt by the 
Ghoſtly Fathers into its devouring Flames. 


V. The Churches true Glory lies in its Union 
to its Lord ; bis Preſence with ir, and Spirit in 
itz and its conformity and.fidelity to his Laws 
alone : all the Gaities of this World are not com- 
parableto this Glory. . But the Apoftats Church 
cannot ſee any comlineſs"in the Spouſe of Chrift 
as adorned only with his Graces : inthe place 
thereof they have brought in worldly Grandewrs, 
Dignities, Promotions 1, and the Glories of this 
World, which our Saviour would not accept at 
the Devil's hands, and on the DeviPs Terms, in 
& - his Temptations, the Devil has proffer*d unto 
4 this Man of Sin, and he has accepted of them. 


VI. The Chwech is a Body which muſt have 

an Head, both for Tnfluence and for Govern- 

ment, always preſent With it : And it is a 

wonder how Men could think of any other 

Head for this Body, beſides the Lord Feſws 

Chriſt, without caſting away their Bibles. But 
the Apoſtate Church have ſerupanother ſapream 
Head of the Church, even the Pope, the worlt | 
1451 that ever was® heard of : One Pope re- | 
ſcinds the Decrees of another, and it may be 
throws the Carcaſeof his Predeceſſor into the | 
River; yea, Wretches which even their own Vo- | 
taries in their moſtallowed Hiſtories call Ador- 
#ers, and ſuch as for their-Diabolical PraCtives, 
ew bes, Yea, 
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yea, their explicit Covenants with Devils, 


'0 and their} being very Devils in Fleſh, were 
h confelled Ecclefis opprobria, have been ſer up 
ce as the YVicers of Chriſt, the Centers of Unity, 


and the. &dwwbands of the Church. 


© VIE The Diſcipline which oor Lord has com- 
manded his Church to obſerve, muſt be ſuch 
as to ſerve the Deſigns of Holineſs, and ſhew 
unto. Mankind _ the Love, Care and Faithſul- 
#e/+ of ithe Lord bimſelf towards the -Church, 
and"give a Teſtimony and Preludinw of his 
fucure Fudement ; all of an Efficacy purely ſpi- 
ritual... But the Apoſtate Church in the lieu 
thereof, bas.grefted a Ds/ciplone, conſiſting in 
a meer 1 y cvay over the Eſtates, the Liberties, 
thze Lives of Met; a Tyramy managed, with 
Weapons, which are mighty through the Devil, 
tovdeſtroy all that it falls upon; a T'yr anny 
which by Courts, Fines, Multts, Impriſon- 
ments and Capital Executions, hath made the 
Earth a Shambles, and been drunk with the 
| Blood of Martyrs. » 
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| VIIL The Diſciples of our Lord own them- 
| ſelves obliged by him as far as they can, ro 
| diſciple all Nations ;, T hey that. have obtained 
precions Faith, mult as they are able, propagate 
the Faith ; Nevertheleſs, 'tis only the diligent and 
patient, and uncorrupt- preaching of the Goſpel, 
by which the Goſpe! would run and be glorified. 
But the «Apoſtate Church dillikes this primuruc 
way of proſelyting Mankind unto the obedi- 
B 4 cence 
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*- 24 _ A Hiſtory of the Refotmation, 
ence of the Goſpel : "A Congregatio de propagan- 
di fide, with a vaſt crue of 1Mſſroneries from the 
overſtockt Fraternities, is continually employed 
for-the gaining of Proſelytes; but by what 
Methods ? truly. by - Fire -and Sword, and 
bloody Murders and Maſlacres, like thoſe which 
the Spaniards committed upon the poor Indians, 
when the Children.of Cam butcher'd more In- 
nocents in America, than ſome think there-are 
People alive at any one time in Zarope : or by the 
Inquiſition, a thing. that can't be painted, withs 
out firſt beſmearing, as the exatt Painter for 
that purpoſe once did 1t, the Table with 
Blood ; a meer Cacw's Den, the horribleſt 4r- 
ſenal of Cruelty that ever was upon the facerof 
the Earth ; or finally, by Seditions, Rebellions, 
Confpiracies, . the embroiling of Nations, and 
ſubverting their fundamental Conſtirutions, en- 
ſnaring wretched Perſons, firſt into Debauche.. 
ry, fo into Atheiſm, then into Indigency, that 
they may at laſt be taken in” the Snares of 
Popery. 
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IX. "Tis a principle of our bleſſed Religion, 
that God the Soveraign Lord of all things, is 
to be obeyed abſolurely and wniverſally : Hig 
Will is to be the hizheſt Reaſon of our Obe- 
dience. But the Apoſtate Church has ſuperceed- 
ed this, by impoſing upon Men a Fow of blind 
Obedience to their Superors, urging for that 

. Vow the Example of Abrahan's Obedience : 
And thus all the Intereſts of Men lie at the 
Mercies of a ſpurious Offspring, the moſt un» 
natural 
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natural Dregs of Mankind, who are nouriſhed 
up to be the Famſaries of the Papat Empire. 


- 


X. The Nature of Manis polluted by Sin, and 
the pollution muſt be taken, away before Men 
can.encet into the Kingdom of God ;, nor can any 
thing bur"the Blood of the Lord Jeſas Chriſt 
the Son of © God, | cleanſing «3 from all our. Sing, 
take” it away. But the Apoftare Charch dil- 
cerns. not the ſweernefs of this AHPery, the 
Blood of the Son of God applied unto the. Con- 
ſcience, to purgeit from dead works: the pal- 
try Fopperics of Holy Water, of Pilgrima- 
ger, of Duſciplines, of Maſſes, and varions Com- 
mutations, were employed as Purgations of Sus +, 
and. when they found that theſe things would 
neither purify nor pacify the Carſcience, they 
feigned a certain ſubterrancow Purgato:y, where 
the Sovls of Men were by exquitite Aﬀidtions 
made meet for Heaven; and their Yenal 
Sins, which they make” the moſt, are capable 
of an Expration after this lite, tho there were 
no Repentance in it; and this Filtion they 
placed behind the Cortaia of Mortaluvy, that 
ſo no man living might find out the Cheat : 
and thus adding an imaginary Store-bouſe of 
Eccieſtaſtical Merits, the Keys whereof are 
committed unto that great Aadulterer at Rome, 
they have cheated Nations of Riches far be- 
yond the Revenues of Emperors. 


XI. All our help againſt the- Fleſh, the 
World, and the Devi, and our Deliverance 
| from 
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| evil, is. it "our Lord Jeſus. Chrift 
alone ; who by his Death on the Croſe, pur- 
chaſed all this Good for'vs; -apd it is by Faxth 
in him, that we beſpeak and enjoy the aRyal 
Communication of it. But the Apoſtare Church 
only makes the fign of the Creſs, inſtead of an 

ication to him who died' on it *” and in- 


Applicati 
numerable Virtues do they aſcribe unto this 


curſed Idol, 


Xi, They that approach unto God, ſhould 


be in all holineſs free from” effimſve Defilement;, 


But the Apoſtate Church hath to this end bar- 
rowed from the old Paget, the ludicrous 


Trifles of ſprinkling all with holy Water, that 
they may be holy. | 


XIIL That ovr Souks may live, the death of 


our Sins is neceſlary ; and it is'n the Deſtruc- 
tion and ExtinQion of oor vitiow Habs, by 
the 'Spicit of Chriſt trucihed, in the daily 
"Duties of laboriow Devotion, that we have 
our necellary Aortification. But the Apoſtate 
Church has preſcribed Monaſtical Retirements, 
Penances, and Self- Macerations, not pleaſing 
anto God, but highly pleaſing to the Demers 
in Chains, whoſe delight it is to ſee Men alſo 


in Chains of Darkneſs. * 
» XIV. Good Works, tho utterly excluded 
from any ſhare in the Juſtification of Sinners, 


zre yet indiſpenſably geedful to the preſent and 
*"furure Comfort of Believers. We 0 
| | | : 
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Church, pretending to perform good Works 
from their own _Free-will, do advance the pre- 
tence unto the* vain pride of Aderit in them ; 
they carry on Merit, even to a Ss- 
og ation. ſtant Pens as our in- 
Owen's, have abundantly ſtated 
theſe points of the grand Apotacy. I think I 
have nowreeited no leſs than twice ſeven Ar- 
rieles, of that woful Apeſtacy, whereinto the 


yea 


Charch in- the Weſtern part of the Roman Em- 
pire 


fl 


w irated, while at the fame time 
Church in the Eafern part of the Empire 


wu Mabometan Oppreſſiom and Con- 
ſin. hodpon 


Qui Sateen non edit, amet tua Dogmati, Paya! 


But is-not here enough to anticipate the Ap- 
IT? of my Reader, that the trueſt and 
furtheſt Recovery 'out of the Remigſh Apoſtacy 
hitherto ſeen, is that which they that go b 

the Name of Now-Conformifts in the Engli 

Nation, have endeavoured ? "And'that ir is not 
pollible for the Church to recover effeftually 
out of this Apoſtacy,' without ating upon ſuch 
Principles as have at laſt produced in the Ame- 
rices Deſarts, a whole Nation of Non-Can- 


formats ? 


$. 6. Till the TIME, and the TIMES of 
Antichriſt had rolled away, the call to come one 
| 6 could not become efteAtual unto 
Nations -that were under the Babylonſb In. 
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28. A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
rexications ; but when the laſt HALF TIME 
of an bandred and eighty years, left. for the 
Reign of this Antichriſt, was entring, it was 
high time for our Lord JESUS GHRIST, 
Fhen to make ſome reprifal” of that Kingdom, 
Which at the time of che end, ſhall under the 
whole Heaven be given ts the People of the Sains* 
of the Moſt High, Then it was, that the _re+ 
markable Prophecics uttered by the two Bu- 
bemian Martyrs an hundred years before, muſt 
receive their accompliſhment 3 and thePeople, 
who had: been. too long fleed, yea, flay'd by 
the Tyrangies of Rome, grew- willing to pare 
the Talons of the Eccleſsaſtical Harpies. Behold. 
bow great a Matter a little Fire kindles/ In the 
year 1617, Pope Leo: X. under a pretence of 
War againſt the Tak, ſent abroad his Indul- 
gences,” promiſing .the Pardons of Sins to all 
that would give-Mony for them ; and among. 
the Huckſters of thele Pardons, was one Tece- 
liz, a Vominican Friar, of whom Lonicerss 
writcs, Pontificis dignitatem & potentiam, Indul. 
gentiarumque wirtmem O& efficaciam impudenter 
predicabat ; yea, he adds, The Man kept 
bawling, that there could be no wickedneſs 
committed, ſo great, but'ir might be forgiven 
by theſe Indulgences 3 and that the Souls tor- 
mented in Purgatory, as foon as the Mony [ten 
Sbillings] was flang into the Baſon, skipt for 
Joy, 4nd being releaſed from their Pains, flew up 
to Heaven. - MARTIN LUTHER, one borg 
* at Iſteben in Saxony, and now a Monk in the 
Ocder of St. Auguſtin, and-a Profeſſor of Divj- 
| nity 
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nity it Wittemberg, byt a Perſon illuminated 
in the Article Jaſftification, By the private 
Conferences and Expoſitions of an honeſt old 
Monk on Paul's Epiltles began. to oppoſe the 
jppdent Cheats and Shams "which theſe Col- 
Hors of the Pope 1m on the Pcople. He 
firſt wrote Letters to the Archbiſhop of 'Mentz, 
andthe Biſhop of Brandenburgh, for the re- 
ſtrainr of theſe 'Abnſes; the negle&t of which 
Letters cg2'd him on to publiſh Fropoſicions, 
which exaſperated... the *buſineſs, til] he had 
been made a Sacrifice unto the Pape! Fary, if 
the Duke of Saxory, then upon the Death of 
the Emperor,” the Vicar of the Empire, had” 
not. been ſo moved by his powerful Preaching, 
as to aber him, and him” in His Under- 
tikings. This was that - famous Luther, © of 
whom they that ' will” acknowledg the Jeaff, 
moſt 'yer come to as much acknowledgment 
a9 Dr. 'More makes of him * * I catnort think 
fo" very highly | Sg fy ſome do (ſaith 
*"he) Ne tf K - We le 
Gy rament in the h of G 
" one good of Chri/tendom, againſt the hor- 
« rid Enormities of the Papa! Fer archy.. And 
4 tho "he mi not be allowed to be the 
« Elias, the Cordifter and Chariot of 1ſrath, 
*\ (25 ſome have tiled him.) ' yet 1.think. at 
«feaſt he might be accounted a faithful Po- 
« filion in" that Chariet, who wis well accoo- 
* tred with his Wax Boots, oiled Coat and 
«Hood, and who turned the Horſes Neſes in- 
*'to a direct way from” Babylon toward the 
wo , City 
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 & Ciy of Ged, and. held on in a gord round 
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® trot thro theck, "thin, not caring to be- 
* *{ tter others in this High Fog, as bc him- 
elf was finely  beſpattered by others. * A» 
__ the very ſame time, or about @ year be- 
fore, did Zwnglims appear at Zurich, in Switter- 
land, againſt the like 'Abominations of Pepery 
nor could all the s and Enchanements, 
with offers. of Preferments from the Pontifical 
Chair, bribe bum into” {lence ; but be went 
on, till the Evangeiical Tratb was far and near 
embraced. Long would be/oar works-40 tran- 
ſcribe Sleidan, and relate the \Actions.of Me» 
Lani bon that accompanied Lather and of Occe- 
wi that accompanied Zainglim in the 
marzon ; Or {@ much _ 4s to recite the 
Names of the 'more than thirty Wortbies, who 
were by the marvellous Providence of Hea- 
yen, raifed up to at great«parts in purviny - 
ty Revelutwon Sand. who bad no ſecular 
couragements, but” roly denied and renoun- 
ced rich Livings, encountred with che Croſs 
in” all ics worcifications, for” the. fake of the 
Geſpel, and were not unwilling 'to dis; as well 
8s to live, under the (prePeypces particu- 
lacly related. concerning, {o them inre(- 
tate, Orit and pd, parps its ſeruns, now 
Only becauſe tbe Name of CALVIN, 
a Perſon to be 'reckon?d one-of the frft three, 
is .unaccountably, ſince the-7gres. of Arminize 
have been ſo cheriſhed, become an Objed of 
ſcorn and |hate,. among. a Generation of maſ- 
gueraded Enemies to the Reformarion, - who 
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arrogate\ unto themſelves the ſtile of The 
Church of England, ,1 may . not leave that 've- 
nerable name «unmention'd, but” I muſt "men» 
tion it with an” Account of the Veneration, 
which the,o/d Church of "England paid unto it, 
Dr- Cariron the p of Chichefter, in 
k.dedicated unto K: Charles I, Anno 1626, «3 
thu wrote; © As for Calvin, bis Name * Is 
« Dodtrines are made_odious ; ous why, 1 | 
*, know not., Some take it for.a n of looking 
* towards Popery, when the Mem of” our 
« own-Church afferſach a ſervice tothe Papi, 
* as to _ſpeakevil of them that have been 
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| ©* the greateſt Enemies. to Po the greateſt 
I Ht monnarhey te Teh Aa when Dr. 
| n. oo Charters; in a Book 


Fr unto —_ = ny wrote 

ou * One © Ing po drive at, 

** is.tq put us rom 

© munion with thoſe- Tom Bong: Cry 

< ledg Calvin to, have been. an excellent _ 

« mens of Ged, in abgliſhing and ' 

& OY and the clearing and 
Truth , and..ſo through Calue's 


Tag Fray” gps gr > "as tdep 
« on: And when:Dr. Hoyl, a} Di : 


of. 


of the Church of” Enplend, in a Book dedi 
unto Archbiſhop Uſter, as being wWrirten 
his direction, ae this manner 3; Thax 
6 great, Inſtratnenit of God's Glory  WE-Ayrs 
6 nas.» Man of bor 1 had Mok ſaid, 
«as once, it was of Moſer, That thire. aroſe... 
« woe 9: ales like him, A. nor 
ſiacs 
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2; Fiftory of the Reformation, 
* ſince che, Apoſtles days was before bir. © His 
& works Ihal! praiſe him _ for Wir, Eloquence, 
« Fulneſs- and Soundach of Divinity, va- 
« riety and. mulcitude,- advanc®d amonguthe 
.* higheſt, that*the World may. juſtly admire, 
& how they could be*fo many, being {0 good 1 
*© and ſo good, being fo many. And mer more 
jo this purpoſe, too much ro be in this place repeated, 
concerning this” incomparable Man ; the fr(t 
line of whoſe Epitaph, art laſt gave him his'true 
commendation : Rome ruentis Terror ile mitxi- 
mw. As for the common Cavil of our Epiſce. 


+ "paliani, that Calvin was he who rebellioully ex- 
ſera ns 
Crate of 
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Pi#gin, and many Adul- 

x7, and in fear of 'his"life 

"with the Duke of Savoy, 

"Phe Liberties of the Ciry; for 

| his Secretary was hanged ; "and they 
who ch the Government were ftrong Papiſts, 
. nd afterwards main Oppoſers of the Refor- 
mation, But I haſten to obſerve,” that when 
Angels, thus flew thro the mid# of Heaven, 
dagneÞ) regs, Goſpel, ſo quick was 
the Progreſs of the Goſpe},, and ſo wonderful 
Conqueſt, and its Triumph,” as to 6Yj"half 

| Exrope in leſs than forty years, with Chwch- 
#, which from a Proreſtarion made by* ſever! 
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States, i that were zealous for the . Reforma- 
tion, againlt the Decrees of a Popilh Diet, 
in the year '1326, have. been ever lince called 
PROTESTANTS: - A Progreſs of . Pro- ® 
teſtanriſm, which at length cauſed Bellarmine, | 


: to confeſs and complain, That Hereſy now 
” polleſled almoſt all Germany, Denmark, Nar- 
- way, Smeed/and, Gothia, | Hungary, France, Eng- 
4 land, Scotland, the Low Connmries, Polania, Bo- 
0 hernia,  Helvetia, and it was'got over the Alps 
bs into tay, | 

The .time was now come that the ten 


X Kings muſt begin to hate the Whore that had 
be virched them ; which Harred was vyery par- 
ticularly exemplified by .K, James V.” of Scor- 
land; when the Popiſh Pretares were adviſing 
him- to- deſtroy his , Nobles and Barons that 
were Friends unto the. Reformation : Wherefore 
(aid he, as *ris related "by that rare 
man, Sir fFames Meluil) did my Predecefſors give 
ſo many Lands and Rintyiro' the Kirk? Wait 
to maintain Hawks, Dogs and "Whores to @ thns- 
ber of idle Prieſts? The King of Enpland 
you 3 "the King Denmark beheads you; aid 1 
will ftick you with this Whing ar ! Whereuponthe 
drew out his Dagger, .and they fled out of 
his Preſence, 

"Tis obſerv'd that in the firf# Song that any 
| Writings have recorded- or mentioned, 'eyen 
that .of Moſes, many words are put 'in the 
future Tenſe, and the very firſt words are, 
Then SH ALL fing Moſes. I am not igno- 
rant, 'that from this yery Remark the Jewiſh . + 
$4 C Rabbwes 
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34. © 4 Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
Rabbis | tence inferr'd. the DoQrine- of the 
Reſurreflion ;, and there are Chriftian Writers, 
who hence infer that the Song looks nat on- 
ly backward , "on. the deliverance of the 
Church from Egypt, but. alſo forward, on the | 
deliverance of the Church from. that worſe | 
than Egyptian, even the Antichriſtian Yoke in | 
the latrer days. *Vtuly, the Church now | 
was beginning to get out from the Sea, where 7 
tho they had been tortured with Fire, yer they 
bad hitherto been detained, with impaſlable 
Flakes of /ee over their Heads + The Church | 
now-therefore began to ſing the Song of Mo- | 
ſes" the Servant of God, and Hegven eccho'd 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


unto the Melody : And now * 


——Non ultra tolerare poteſ® Eccleſia porco, 


Duntaxat ventrs, veneri, ſomnoqut vacauters. 


6.7. When the antient Babylon was to be de- 
ſtroyed, way was to be made for it, as the 
Sacred Oracles foretold, - By the drying up. of . 
ber Waters ;- and yXenepbon, as well as others, | 
reports tous, how wonderfully Cyras fulfilled | 
what. was. foretold, when he made his Paſſage | 
to Babylon, by turoiog the Eapbratean Wo- | 
r162.incoranother Channel. Then it was not 
long befote her broad Wols | fifty Cabits broad, | 
ſaith 'Heorodotws*) , were: broken down, and ber | 
high: Gates [two hundred |Cubits bighy, faich; 
Eo Srrabs } were burn wuth Fire..". Icvly, the. 
F<, Reformation thus: begun, did wanderfolly, 
44's | turn 
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turn the Waters of our Myſtical Zabyion 
into -another Channel ; whole Nations of 
Prople were turned another way: And This 
prepares that Babylow for the approactiing 
day ; when Fabylen ſhall become a Deſolation 
among the Nations, and ſhe ſhall become a burn- 
ing Mowntain, overthrown 4s God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Rat the Antichriſt had 
yet ah balf-time to reign; and therefore no 
wonder if but half-work. done in the 
ſeparatim then made ffom him. Neverthe- 
leG, the” Reformation which was' no where ful- 
ly perfef#, had in ſeveral Nations, yarious 
degrees of its perfettion ;; ſome went much 
further thaw others in reſtoring of Primirive 
Chriſtianity, and reforming” of all things, ac- 
cording to the® word of Chriſt. In this mat- 
ter, very particular and remarkable was 
the Condition of England, where the beſt 
part of the Reformers who began the Work 
in the days of King  Zewy VIL on Mo« 


tives and in Manners well known to the. 


World, and carried it on in the days of 
K. Edward VI. did really defirg,to purſue ir 
as far as they ſhould ſee liybt for it in the 
Sacred Scripture, the only Rule of Reforma» 
tion ;, but there was always acorrupt; and cun- 
ning Party, who being jealous of too far a 
Seceſſion from Rome, did reſolve ſtill to re- 


tain at leaſt fo _ by he Romiſh Diſci- , 

as wii ei Aims at 
Crd Demncta in” the Church of God. 
Afi the World hach Jorg ſince beeq informed 
2 that 
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36- A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
that in- the year 1554. a number of conſide- 
rable - Proteſtants, flying from the bloody ſtorm 
of Perſecution, with which the miſerable Queen 
Mary for a while retarded and confounded 
the Reformation, thatrthe Reign of her ever 
glorious Brother had ſo far advanced, . were 
kindly cotertain'd at. Frankford ; and when 
thoſe Holy Men purſued that Reformation fo 
far, ms to leaveout of their Workhip thoſe 
vohappy. Cerememes, which they perceived 
likely to prove /candalow unto the purer Church. 
es of God, ſeveral Men that were furiouſly 
zealous for the Ceremonies, did with all poſ- 
ible fury diſturb. them in their Proceedings. 
This renowned Congregation of Non-Confor- 
miſs, then wrote unto Zurick in their own 
Vindication, ſuch memorable words as theſe : 
6& As touching the ſubſtance, of the Book (of 
Common Prayer | we deſire the obſervation 
"cf it ſo far as God's Ward commands, But tor 
* the wnprofuable Cetemonics, they are not to 
be uſcd. _. Surely. it;,were better they ſhould 
never be prattiſed, than that they ſhould 
Prove the ſubverſron of our Church, which 
- would be much. hazarded by the uſc of 
" them... If any think that the not uſing the 
* "Book in «fl points, will rend to thediſhonor of 
the Laws of our late Sovereign of famous 
Memory King Edward VI. he ſeems little to 
weigh the matter 34or clſe, bindred” by Ig- 
porance, knoweth not, gat even. they them 
ſelves upon conſider atianef. Circumſtances, 
altered many things, and if God bad wx in 
© theſe 
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and Noyconfoymity,* x - We 4 
« theſe wicked days prevented, would"have altered 
« more; and we doubt not but in} abt caſe 
4 they would have cove the like. * Thoſe 
great Men, Mr. Knox, Mr: Fox, Mr. Cole and 
Mr. Whittingbam, coripoſed @& Dircttty for the 
Congregation, like that of Geneva; and Knox 
preached, '** That by the word of God we muſt 
«ſeek our warrant for the eſtabliſhing of Re- 
« lijgion, * without which warra#t nothing 1s to. 
« be obtruded upon” Chriftiam; and ther in 
<« the Engliſh Service- Bock there were ſuperſi i- 
« trons and impure, and imperfel? things ;, and 
«that the ſlackne/s in R-forming Religion when 
« there” was an Opportunity, was on-"of the 
«,maYy things whereby God's Anger" azamſt 
«England had been \proveked ; ard* that 
« whereas there were. ſome not atamed: ro 
« ſay, thit Reformation "was perfeticd in  Eng- 
« land; the contrary was1 proved in the wang 
&. of a good Diſcipline, which appeared by the 
& Troubles that ggod Maſter Hooper had 
« ſuſtained *iu the [time of King Edward. 
Bat by the” infamous Bygorry of Dr. Cor and 
his Aſſociates, conformity to the ſcrupled Ce- 
remonies 'was preſſed. at ſuch a rate, that the 
oppreſſed Congregation was driyen away unto 
Baſil and Geneva; and the Prelatical pay Cont 
tented not themſelves, - without freking the 
very Bloed ofy Mr. Knox by an accuſation pre- 
ferr'd' againſt himsz an Accuſation ſo" barba- 
rous and o nog, that the Afagiftrates of 


the City to whoggy.it was brought, expreſſed 
their-abhorrence of *it ; howbeit, his remo- 
\"G3 val 
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wal wis thereby occaſioned. If now there 
were inſcribed on \the Graves of theſe Per. 
ſons [In ther C here now lie ſhut wp, 
they: that firſt. open the true P AN DOR A'S 
Box in the Engliſs Nation ] it would be a 
ſtroke leſs liable to - conteſtation, than that 
Popiſh one, which afterwards in Dr. Caxes 
Epitaph, gave ſuch ſcandal as to be. demo- 
liſhed. Reader, lo theſe troubles at Fraxt- 
ford,gthere was the Epitome, and in ſome ſort 
the Original of the ſtruggles about Refarauc- 
tion, both: pro and con,; which haye ever fince 
diſtreſſed the Church of God in the ;Englich 
Nation : until at length a mew England was 
found out, as a refuge from the, florm of un- 
ſcriptural ſmpoſirions urged with unnatural Per- 


ſecutions, ' From the very beginning of the 
' Reformation, there hath always been -a Gene- 


ration of Godly Men, deſirous to. purſoe the 
Reformation of Religyon, in Dotirine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government, according to the word 
of God, and the example of the beſÞ Reformed 
Churches : and there hath been agother Gene- 
ration of Men who have employed the Pow- 
e&r which they have fill generally had in their 
hands, pot only to ffop. the progreſs of the 
defircd Keformationg bur alſo with innumerable 
vexations to perſe thoſe that were the 
moſt hearty friends unto it. JA Mankind 
knows that among thoſe who Jointly forfook 
the Papacy, there were differen approbenſions 
about the Worſhip and Orgg to- be meintain'd 
in the Church z, and we have o6 Record of - 

*% | ' any 
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any at for the heakng of theſe 3 
x: ey there was by. Law eſtabliſhed one 
certain Form of Worſh and Qrder ; which 
thro the perpinoc3ons of erency not only” of 
mo Zo Rt their old ways, but even of 
Clergy, the greatelt part_ of 
ares Na the whole Keformation ; _ and 
through. the extreme ſcarcity of «ble Mmni/- 
1, underwent as little alteration from the 
wer. Uſages as was, poſſible. This Conſt 
tation of things was very, dillatisfactary_ to 
very many of che beſt Men in the Lands who 
yet conlideripg the neceſſuy of | the Tinues, did 
mare or leſs acquieſce in it, hoping and plead- 
lag that the. Reformation might proceed In dve 
time untg more of Parity, but they that 
found , their owa ſeculay , of wereſts accomma- 
dated. ia, this Conſtiv«r10p,) fer, themſelves aft 
a while to fac, Gilence,. eprive, cenſure, =_ 
imprifon thoſe, that . were dillatisfied, and 
ſmue their Fellow-Servants, who remained in 
provacy ung gr theig, Suffer} Res \ poop for 
more of _ Reformation. Thus Edom refuſed to 
give Iſrael paſſage through bis Border, wherefore 
iſrael , carne «wg from bim' After ſome 
years. of a fryitlels expeittion, the ſeverities 
which were multiplicd upon. them drove mul- 
tirudes uata.a more open ſeparation from the 
things that, Were by Lav eſtabliſhed: a ſepa- 
ration, which yet was oppoſed by others that 
alſo. paſſionately longed and even groaned for 
a, National: Reformation. Tho not being wholly 
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of Separation of of- Reformation to *be” attend- 
ed unto, there inſued; ſeveral Inconveniencies 
therg@@pon which had no little Tempration-in 
chem. . Then "was, That, as oor great Owen 
has exprelicd it, Aultiendes of pionr, peaceable 
Proteſt ants were driven by their  Sewverities to 
leave their Native Country, and ſeth, '« Refuge 
for thur Lives and Liberties, with freedons for 
the worſhip of Gid in a Wilderneſ;, inthe end; 
ef the Earth, There are none that more 
heartily bleſs God for the firſt Reformers, "and 
for the ſervice” they did in the Reformation, 
or that more firmly cleave to their "Dottrine 
which was the Zife and Soul of Reformation, 
than theſe Non-conformiſts have ever done, or 
that more try to\follow them "mm their noble 
deſoyn. Bur, as firſ® Reformers never in- 
tended that what they did ſhould® be” the ab- 
folme brundary of Reformation, from whence it 
were a fin to diſlent or depart; which would 
have been to have only changed ane Popery 
for another, and quire comrary to- their own 
goings beyond Wickiiff,, and changing and grow- 
img. iq their own © medely alſo, "and the' inge» 
ryons Confeſſions of the great Cramer par- 
ticdlarly, who fatebatur multa detrdtia oportere 
ſuperflax,, & ardentibuy votis cnpiebat ea in me- 
lins corretla; And the Orders of King Edward 
into Bacer, to" write for fortheyAmendments, 
whom -accordingly ' we find in his Learned 
Scripta Anglicana doing ſo; this the \New- 
conformiſts have been willing to imitate them 
1a exerciſing that Liberty wberewith Chriſt _ 
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made "them free.” "This is very fure, that thoſe 
very 'Prizciples upon” which the firſt Reformers 
built the Reformation, are thoſe that have pro- 
duced and juſtified rhe hundreds of thouſands 
of Non-conformiſts which have ſo long asked 
}for - farther ſteps to be taken in it; namely 
thoſe Principles, that the Word of our Lord 
Jeſus" Chriſt is a perfel# Rule of all that we 
are"'to believe or practiſe in- Religion: and, 
"that Chriſtian People not being tied up to the 
blind obedience of their Etcleſiaſtica! Guides, 
are- to judg for rthemſelutr what they are to 
believe” or to practiſe in Religion. - 'Tis- very 
fare alſo, that the Non-conformifts, in imita- 
tion of a Challenge made by Dr. Jewel, one 
of *our firſt Reformers, unto the Romiſh Clex- 
gy, upon their unjuſt [impuration of 
unto the: Reformation, have publiſhed a Chal- 
lenge in fach Terms as thele. 
* If any Learned Man of our Adverſatits, 
« be able to 'bring-any one ſufficient Sen- 
*' tence our” of rhe Fly Scripture, or any 
«one Example of any  Biſbop, -Minifter, or 
* rt Martyr in the time of King 
« Edward the 6th,"or in the times 'of Queen 


« Elizabeth, any pallage our of Biſhop Jew- 
©, which do direftly and, ex profeſſo, plead 
% for, and commend the- preſent Zirwrgy in 
* the frame of ity or aſſert that Epiſcopacy is 
% 1 Fure-Divino,” or - argue for Adoration-tos 
« wards the Alrar, bowing at the name of 
4% Jeſws, ſigning” with the _ the Croſs, 


ling at the 


(wearing of the Swplicy, 
: * Sacr«- 
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« \Sacrament, 'or for the exerciſe of - Church. 
« power by. Lay Chancellors, we will then ſub 
6 ic and ſubſcribe. And none hath anſwer. 
ed it. K 


$&. $. If the Reader will accept the Report 

| and Judgment of a Non-conformnſt, concerping 
i the c ion of the Church in the fb Ne- 
þ rion at the time of the Reformation, It -alit be 
thus. The God of Heaven having 1c 
, * light of: the Goſpel into the. Minds of the 
2s King and ſome that were .his- chief Counſel- 
lors,” diſpoſing them to thee Reformation, they 
found -jt' a buſineſs incredibly difficult for 
them' to incounter the inveterate 6nd; incu- 
rable prejudices with which Mankind were gc- 
terally poſſeevyagaiet the work by. them 
defired and - The greateſt -part of 

the greater Men, the Nobles and the Genpy, 
were averſe to the proceedings of the | Refor- 
mers ;_.the moſt -of the Clergy were ſo true 
unto their own carnal Intereſts, that with 
wight and main they _ thoſe Proceed- 
ings 3 and the body 'of. the People - horribly 
blinded with Superſtition - and Prophatiry, 
were eaſily. Prieft-rjdden, to join with, their 
blind Leaders in their troubleſom oppolitions : | 

Nor were the Nations in-the. bourbood Wl | 

left uninſtigated by the - Pope," to ne the | 
diſcontents of the People on this occafion. | 

® The body of the People: were thoſe which 
+ in.theſe difficulties the King moſt of -all-re- 
. garded, knowipg, that they were his wt 
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j Strength, and that without their concur- 

ence the DillatisfaQtions- of all others. would 
wrt-none but themſelves. Now” the 

n thoſe days' being miſerably unacquainted 

ith tbe DoGrize of the Scripture, were ve- 

7- little or nothing at all concerned, -what 
: erdwaſiogs Men held in matrers of. pure be- 

ded they might cetain thoſe Rites 
1 Moder in their Worſbip, whereto they 
{.beea accuſtomed. Accordingly we know, 
hat the Prelazes who carried; on the ape 
Perſecution againſt the Keforners, ravely, if 
: bo hey compelled by Diſputations, men- 
Lic the Opiavons "about the COredendas of 
ror as the grounds of the Quarreh, tho 
theſe were the main grounds of all ; b:tauſe 
the common People would. got been cally 
evailed withal, to bring. s for the 
hon urning of their Brethreo on thoſe more abs 
ſtruſe accounts : but it was in the agends of 
Worſhip, that they wilely ſtated the cauſe of 
all-their Cruelty, becauſe they ſaw that the 
common People would violently- interpoſe on 
the behalf of the A44/s, ein their have 
of Religion chiefly lay. 

Our conliderate - Se, conſidering the 
diſpoſition of the People, firſt of all, with a 
braye Reſolution, aſſerted the true Dodtrins 
ot Gow nl — oe _ Errors and 
Follies wit ichriſtian Apoſt 
had envenom'd it: but then chey ae 
To pate. th ip 4s far-as ever. the 
Mnocies 0 their F would--permic 7, 
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(if no further ) unto that which the Populace 
had been t8'd unto; It was a thing very ſen- 
ſible-onto them, that fo long as the People 
wereaccommodated with as much” conformi- 
ty as might be unto their former cuſtoms in 
Divine Service, the main Reformation in Do- 
frine, which Ocwas hop'd) would at length 
introduce's Reformation in Worſhipalſo,” might 
go on with leſs Obſervation, and confſequent- 
ly with leſs Comteſtation, - And the Prieſts find- 
ing a proviſſow thus made for their ' continu- 
ance inthe poſſeſſion of their Places,  wirh- 
ont any thing further" preſcribed, but what 
was -a© eaſy to be it as any thing 
that had bcen practiſed in former days, would 
quietly let ' their betrers goon with” what 
they had o—_— On theſe conſiderati- 
ons the Engliſh gy was formed, and the 
Book of Common. Prayer thus compoſt#, be- 
came from the very beginning a bone of Con- 
tention «in the” Church -of God.” Many that 
were inlightned with ſuch rays of Truth, as had 
icradiated the chief lnſtrumentsof the Reformis- 
ron, utterly decried this compliance 'with' the 
ignorance and vanity of the People, and cried our 
carneſtly for purer Adminiſtrations of Evinye- 
lical Ordinances, agreeable tothe word of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the examples of Pri- 
mizirve Chriſtianity; whilſt others would” not 
hear of going any farther” than that ff 
Eſſay of Reformation. Only, a long experience 
hath made it evident, - that the more the know- 
ledg of the Goſpel bath increaſed in the Na» 

* tion, 
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tion, the more hath increaſed the -diflike of 
the Liewrgy and its* Appurtenances: nor- can 
the Liturgy with: its unicriptural and unpro- 
fitable Dsſcipline, be ſecured, without-an ex- 
tirpation of hundreds of thoulandsof as good 
Chriſtians as any in the Land, yea, and of 
the very Bibles” that have made "them ſo 
which, if any are ſo wicked as to imagine, 
let them know, Aliter ftatutumn eft in calo / 


But, | Reader ! becauſe ir is a"labricow and 
a difficule Theme which we are now upon, 
thou ſhalt not have” my» Senſe of theſe mat- 
zxers impoſed upon thee; I will carry thee 
with me to more ſignificant and ſufficient in- 
formers, even thoſe Hiftarjans who were no 
Non. conformiſts, - but liv'd and dy'd in the 
fulleſt Conformity to the - Rites of the Church 
of England as by Law eſtabliſhed; and thou 
ſhale have thy choice to take thy informa- 
tion either from an Hiſtorian, that was an 
enemy to any farther progreſs of the Refor- 
mation, or from an Hiſtorian to whom ſuch a 
progreſs in the Refermation as the firſt mover | 
thereof deſign'd, would not have been ſodiſ- *; 
taſteful ; that is to ſay, either froman YET. 

LIN, ot froma FULLER, 


Let a bitter HET LIN, in his. Hiſtory of 
the Reformation of the Church of England, be 
conſulted, and be will tell us; 


<> That 
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« That, be cannot” reckon the Death- of 
© King Edward the 6th, for an ipfelicity to 
«. the Church of England. - 


& That, not to preſs too much ationce won the 
« People, it' was thought fir to ſmooth thiwway 
© to the | Reſormation, by ſetting out ſome 
k « - preparatory Injunttions ;, all which was done 
w &© to-this intent, that the People in all pla- 
| * ces. being prepared by little. and- lietle, 
* might» with more Eaſe and leſs firion, 
« admit the total” Alteratiin, which wat in- 
©« rended in due time to be introduced, 

«That, ſome: godly Biſhops" and other 
* Learned and 0us Men (the ſame that 
& made the ' were imployed in the 
« Caſtle of' Windſor by the King's Command, 
&* to conſult about one wriform Order, for the 
« adminiſtring of the Holy Communion; and 
* they agreed on ſach a Farm and Order, as 

| * might comply with the intefrition- of ' the 
bh,” % King "and! Parliament; with6ut giving any 
«* juſt offence to the Koriſh' Party. 


© ed and enacted, gave grear- offtnce to the 
& Romuiſh Party, not that they could except 
*. againſt ir, 10 regard either of che marter 
* or the marmer” of it; but becauſe it” was 
* communicated: to the People in the wwlget 
« Tongue, 


& That 


« That, the Lirwgy Being finiſhed, accept» 


. 
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& That, then Calvin and. his followers ex+ 
« cited the King and Council to a further Re- 
* formation, 


& That; when Qacen Elizabeth came to the 
« Crown, ſhe retaingd ſuch as had been of 
« Privy-Council unto Queen Mary (her Siſter) 
«* to; be of ber Council. And-in the Parlt» 
« ament, which altered, and again impoſed 
« the, Book, of Cormmon- Prayer, great care was 
* taken for expunging all ſuch Paſſages in 
* it as might give. any Scandal or Offence 
* to. the Popsſh party- And thy by Calvin's 
* means, ſome. Reformation had been made in 
* the ſecond Lrargy, in King Edward's time, 
* now. it. is. returned back into the firſt Form, 
* and by compliance, the Book; was made fo 
* pallable among the. Papiſts, that they re- 
«* paired unto. our. Per;ſb-Churches without 
* {cruple. 


* That, what was done. in. the form. of 
* our; Devotion, did ſo far ſatisfy.the Pope 
* then being, that he ſhewed himſelf willing 
* to confirm all by his Papal Power; and that 
* Perpetio was inftrytted to offer in the name 
+ of his Holineſs, That the Englsſb Liturgy ſhould 
&* be confirmed, 


* That, things iſhed by King Edzed 
« the 6th, and revived by Queen Adoy, were 
*. by Queen Elzabeth retain'd as formerly in- 
* her Father's time : for which. ſhe ens 
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&« both thanks and honor from' her very E- 
«* nemics; that is to ſay, the Papiſts. 


« That, in the beginning of Queen Eliza 
© beths Reign, many that were dilaffeCted un- 
© to Epiſcepacy and Ceremonies, were ralled 
« unto great Preferment; andeven the Qaeens- 
&« Profeilor at Oxford, and the Margare®*Pro- 
« feſlor in Cambrids, were Non-conformiſts. 
Theſe and many more ſuch things as theſe 
are affirmed, Þy that Heylin,” who, tho for his 
Divinity, the moſt Reverend Archbiſhop Ujber 
ſays, He bad need be pat to learn bis Catechiſm 
again; and for his Geograpby, the Tame Arch- 
biſhop ſays, He deſerves lictle credit, when be 
brings us news from the Yemote parts of the 
World, that tells us ſo many wntruths of things 
publickly ated in bis neighbor Nations Yet in 
_ Paragraphs of his Hiſtory, "is inconte(- 
table. | | 


But now Tet us conſult a better, FUL 
LER; and be, in his Church-Hiſtory of Britain, 
will tell us : 


« That, as careful Mothers and Nutfes, 
© on condition they can get their Children 
&©« to part with Knives, are contented"to Tet 
« them play with Ratrles ; thus the Reformer: 
«© permitted | ignorant People til} to rein 
* ome ©bf their fond and fooliſh Cuſtoms, 
« thar they might remove from” them the /molt 
** dangerous and deſtructive Saperfiviens. 
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% That, the Non-conformity was conceived 
« in the Days of King Edward, which was 
& born in the days of Qneen Mary, nur- 
© ſed in the days of Queen Elzaberb, a tall 
« ſtripling in the days of King James, and 
© towards the end of .,King Charles grown 
« up to the full fatwre of a Man, 


* That, the Reverend Hooper, ſcrupling 


* certain points of Conformity, the ning 
® under his Royal Signet in the fourt 


14 

0 « year of his Reign, countenanced the ler- 

1 * ting paſs certam Kites and Ceremonies offen- 

' & five to bus Conſcience. 

N 

1s © That, in the year one thouſand five 

n * handred ſixty four, began the name of 

ſ- & Puritans, for fach as diſſented from the 
« unſcriptural Diſcipline of the Charch : 
«* and by the year one thouſand five tun- 
* dred feyenty two, Prerbyteries began to 

, * be erected; firſt at Wandſworth, and af- 
* terwards at London. 

b © That, in the year one thouſand five 


n © hundred and eighty, threeſcore Miniſters 
f 5 of the Prerbyterian party, met at Cockfield 
s * in Suffolk, for a Conference about the 
1 * Common. Prayer Book ;, and by the year 
k : one thouſand five hundred eighty two, 
t . \_- +4ads of Church-Diſcipline ap- 


D = That 
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« That. they petitioned the Lords of the 
« Privy-Council, confeſling their zeal for 
&* the neceſſary Reformation of many things in 
« the Church, according to the word of God: 
& who thereupon ſolicited the Archbiſbep for 
* favor to them, 


& That in the year one thouſand five 
&« hundred cighty five, the Parliament be- 
« gan to correct, Eccleſiaſtical Abuſes ;, but 
* the Queen being ſemper eadem, would let 
&« nothing of moment be alter'd in the 
* Church- Diſcipline, 


« That in the year one thouſand five 
« hundred eighty ſeven, the Houſe of Com. 
© mons preſented unto the Houſe of Lords 
* a Petition, That (1mong other Grizvan- 
© ces) Miniſters might not be troubled for 
© the Omiſſion of ſome Ries preſcribed in 
* the Book of Common-Prayer. And the 
* Lord Grey wondered, that her Majeſty 
« would in this matter make choice to 
* confer with-thoſe who were all enemies 
* ro Reformation, becauſe it touched their 
* Freebolds. 


© That in the year one thouſand five 
* hundred cighty eight, a Synod at Coventry, 
«6 deciced againſt private Bapriſm, againſt the 
** ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, againſt the 
* calling of Biſhops, and the lewfulneſF of 
*"rixir 
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&« their Courts, and for teaching the Refo- 
« foration 'of Diſcipline, as occaſion ſhall 
« ſerve. 


« That in the year one thouſand five 
* hundred eighty nine, famous Mr. Cart. 
« wright had thirty one Articles (of Non- 
« Conformity) before her Majeſties Commil.- 
« foners, - objected againſt him; and he, 
« with his Brethren were fcot unto the 
*% Fleet, where he ſecretly and filently took 
« up his Lodging. 


"yy 


i That King Famer wrote from Scotlatd 
* unto the Queen, to ſtay the bard »/aze 
* of the Miniſters of the Evangel for their 
* diverſuy from the Biſhops. 


q * That after this, one Mr. Stone, who yet 
n WW continued a ſtiff Nonconformiſt, made un- 

* ro the Perſccutors a diſcovery of the Meet- 
s WRW* ings held by the Presbyterian Miniſters at 
0 WE London, at Cambride, at Northampton, and 
WH at Kenering, 


« That Mr. Perkinsg, whom af Men 
«* beld for a Prophet, was concurring to this 
© WE Care. 


c « That Mr. Udal, who, as Muſculu firſt 
© WK brought in the manner of preaching with 
f BW Deftriner and Uſer, was the firſt that ad- 
ſ D 2 * ded 


52 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
« ded Rraſons thereunto; a learned Man, 
*© blameleſs for his Life, erful in his 


© 
6c 


aying, and no leſs profitable than pain- 
Fl in his preaching, was condemned to 
4%. dic, for being” the Author of a Book, 
© Intituled, 4 Demonſtration of the Diſci- 
& _— which Chriſt bath preſcribed "in biz 
*% Word. And the” Sword of  TJultice be- 
ing then drawn, was not put” up again 
* into the Sheath,” before others were exe- 
cuted. 


£ 


© That there was a Petition, figned by 
© ſeven hundred and fifty Preachers, col- 
*. lected our of only twenty five Countries, 
<« afoot in the-year one thouſand ſix hun- 
« dred and three, | defiring a Reformation 
*& of certain Ceremonies and Abuſes of the 
*- Church. 


© That then followed the Conference at 
«& Hampton-Conrt, "by. which' time the Bi- 
* ſhops had fo made the King their Pro- 
« pricty, that (afcer abundance of ri- 
diculous Paſſages) © the King was pleaſ- 
«ed. to ſay, If this be all your Party 
« hath to ſay, 1 will make em con- 
« form themſelves, or elſe I will har- 
« rie them out of the Land, or elſe do 
«© worſe. 


And 
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And- ſos troly he did ! The: King, who 
had once” profeſſed unto a National Aſſem- 
bly of che PXik i in Scocland,  ** He. praiſed 
&© God, he was King in ſd-ſincere a Chorch, 
& a Church ſincerer than the Church of 
** England, 'whoſe: Service was. an ill-ſaid 
% Maſs in Engliſh, did now ſet himſelf to 
barrie out of 'the Land, the People who 
coald nor conform to rhat Swvice in England. 
The Perſecutions uſed upon the Nenconfoy- 
miſts, under his and -the- Succeſſors inflo- 
ence, proceeded ſo far, thar Multitndes of 
them at length ſou = quiet Receſſes in an 
Americas Wider 


But that in the Month of a deaft three 
Witneſſes, our account about the degree of 
Reformation, deſigned by ſome, and ebſtru(F- 
ed by others,” may be eftabliſhed, we will to 
theſe Qootarions, add the Teſtimony of 
Dr. Gilbert Burner, who- (in his printed 

Letters, affirms, That in his Travel: ''he 
had oppor at Zwich'$o read a vo- 

the Letters that - paſſed between 
Budlinger, "and ſeveral of out” great Refor- 
mers, the Originals whereof were laid up 4- 
mong the” Archives — By which 

Letters it appears, that the- Bi 
ſerved the things then EC 
& in -compliance with the Querrs _ 
* nating than out of 'any wi 
* $hemſclves unto 19 Fuel as a Go 


% ter, 
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* ter, February the 8th, 1566. wiſhes that 
« all the Remmants of Popery might be 
4% thrown both out of the Churches, and our 
« of the minds of the People; and laments 
* the Bucen's Fixedneſs unto them, fo that 
* the would ſuffer wo change to be made. 


&* Sands writes, Contenditxr de veſtibus pe 
$« | piſticis . wtendir, vel now utendis 5, dabit 
« Den bis finem. Horn writes, that 
* he hoped, the A concerning Habit 
's would be repealed at the next Seſſion 
© of Parkament, it the Popiſh Party did 
© not hinder it. Grizda! writes, That the 
* Sucen was {o prepalleſſed in the mat: 
© ter, that ſhe continued inflexible z and 
6+. Cz, the Biſhop of Ely laments the aver- 
* ſion that they. found in the Parliament, 
© unto. all the "Prapofitions. that - were 
*, made for _ the Reformation of Abuſes. 
And if the Reader will further conſult 
the: Hiſtory of the Reformation, written by 
that learned-ji Many be will find, © That 
© Queen Elizabath received ſome Impreſſions 
© in her Father's Reign, in favour of ſuch 
© old Rites as he had ſtill retainedy in her 
* own nature loving State, and ſome Mag- 
+ nifigence in Religion (as well as in every 
6 thing clſe ;) the thoughe that in -her-Beos 
6 ther's Reign they had ſtript it too 
©: much of external Ornaments, Yeahe will 
hnd. + That | ghe Keſiters made repott. to 
© the: Queen & the obedience: giyen a 

G "0 % £ © 
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hat &* the Laws and her Injuntions 3 and it was 


be « found that of nine thouſand four hune 
ut © dred beneficed Men in Fnglend, there 
ats © were no more bat fourteen Biſhops, 


at « fix Abbots, twelve Deans, twelve Arch» 
le, * Deacons, fifteen Heads of+ Colleges, fifty 
4+ © Prebendaries, and' eighty ReCtors of Pa- 
we WH © niſhes that had left their Beneſices on the 
& account of Religion. So compliant were 
« the Papiſts generally! And indeed the 
« Biſhop: after this time had the ſame ap- 
+ prehenſion of the danger into which Re- 
* ligion was brought, by the Fuglings of 
© the greateſt part of the Clergy, who 
« retain'd their affeftions to the old Super 
« firions, that thoſe in King Edward's 
«time had : ſo that if Queen Ekzabeth had 
© not lived ſo long as ſhe did, till all thar 
« Generation was dead, and 4 new er -of 
© Men better educated and principled, 
+ were grown up and put in their rooms ; 
« and if a Prince of another Religion had 
& ſhcceeded before that time, they had 
«probably turned about to the old Su- 
& perffotions, as nimbly as they had done 
& before in Queen May's Days. | Bot if 
the Confeſſions which the moſt conforma- 
ble Sons 'of the Church have thus made con- 
cerniing the various diſpoſition of men and 
things in the Reformation, be not ſatisfaQto- 
ry 4 Reader, take the pains to- peruſe the 

, D 4 Story, 
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Story, Which Cambden, another of them, 
has given us concerning the Sreps which 

Eliz.aberb took in the Reformation 1 
how many of the Popiſh Rites were by 
ſlow degrees rejetted, and how many were 
ſtill retained chrgugh her fondneſs for 
them : a Story too long to be in this place 
repeated. And add therennto the Teſti- 
mony of one, who was friend enough un- 
to Prelacy, in his Letter to Heoker about 
writing his Eccleſtaſtical Policy ; * It may 
+ be remembred that at the firſt, the great- 
« oft part of the Learned in, the Land, 
* were either eagerly affefted, or favou- 
« rably inclined to that way [of Noncor- 
« formigy]; the Books then written, +1a- 
* youred for the. moſt part. of the Dsſci- 
* plinary Stile, it ſounded every where in 
© the Pulpits, and _ in the common. Phraſe 
* of Men's Speech 3. and the contrary Party 
* began to fear they had taken a- wrong 
& courſe, 'Unto ſuch inconteſtsble Authors do 
I Rill confive my felf, being terrified by 
the words of Mr. Baxter,, who ſays, ** To 
« give the true Hiſtory of the origigal 
** Cauſes and Progreſs of our Corruptings, 
* will not be endured by. them thas- ſtill 
* juſtify their own and. their Predeceſſors 
* Sin, and. can fee no fault jn- apy, 
* thoſe. that they firſt make, and then 
© their Adverſaries. -1 have found 


* moſt notorious matters of Fat 


5 & 53 5 O00 7 0 A ce EF ww 


and  Nonconformiy, ' 57 
% denied furiouſly: by ſuch Men, even 
©* what hath been ſaid and done in their 
« preſence and mine, before a multitude of 
* Witneſles, Biſhops, Doctors and divers 
« others ; yea, things: laid and dove in 
« Parliaments, and Armies, and publickly 
© notified, are by ſuch Men contradicted 
« with rage. 


$. 0. From this time, ' Reader, Behold 
the Church of England. milerably beſchiſm'd 
into- Guelph and Gibelline ! After this, What 
wil ye ſee in the Church of England? As 
it were the company of two Armies. 


On the one fide [ Alas, thou wretched 
word, SIDE, wilt croud into all our #- 
ſtory, and be a word efſential to all the 
Hiſtory of the - whole World, until the 
thicd Chapter of Geneſis be ſuperſeded 
the three laſt Chapters of the Revelarion. 
1 ſay on the one ſide, there hath been a 
great Body of Men, deſirous to enjoy. for 
themſelves, and allow and afert for others, 
the Liberty of 44» ; and at the ſame time, 
to have the Liberry wherewith Chriſt bath muds 
ws free, preſerved inviolable : They dere; 
That the Reformation of Keligion ſhonild: be 
carried on in the Steps, and. by the Rules 
which the Spirse of the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſpeaking from - the Orasle | of the Sacred 
Scripuare, hath direted; and they believe 


L there 
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there is a PLUS ULTRA, which the 
great Work begun, and but begun in the laſt 
Age, is not yet arrived unto : They deſire 
that the Pualifications for the Paſtoral Office, 
and for Communion in all the ſpecia! Ordinances 
of the Church, be no- other than what the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath in bis Word requir- 
ed : They deſire, That the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould be entruſted with a Power to 
regulate, according to the word of God, 
any diſorder in the Church, that ſhalt have 
a dire influence on the State; and they 
confeſs thus far, a National Church Govern- 
ment ; only they would have it recognized 
as no more than an Hamer and a Civil 
Policy circa Sacre. If there muſt be Bi- 
ſhops, they cannot acknowledg them to have 
any Title unto their Dignities, but what is 
Humane and Civil, conferred by "the Xing 
upon them, whoſe alone Officers they are, 
circa Sacra, (nor indeed was the Fare Dj- 
vine-ſhip hereof ever until- the Days of 
King Fames the Firſt pretended unto ; 
but we are ſore, that even a Convocation 
in the days of King Hemy the Eighth 
declared, ** That there are bur two Or- 
« ders only, viz. that of Prieſts, and that 
* of Deacons, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt : 
* That the Superioritics or Preheminences 
* of one Biſhop- or Prieſt above another 
*.are, only by © an" human Ordinance :) 
They - defire that :Parochial "or  Congre- 
gational 
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gational Aſſemblies, may be acknowledg- 
ed as particular Churches, and permitted the 
Rights of Churches, who may from the 
Paſtors of their own chooſing, have all the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, with the Pri- 
pitive Diſcipline ad mini and have ic 
left unto their own choice, whether they 
will herein have a Zirwgy or no amon 
them : They deſire, That confeientions Diſ- 
fſemters from eſt abliſbed Rites, may" nor 
compelled, and haraſſed, and ruined with 
Covil Penalties, for the ſcruples of their 1en- 
der Conferences ; but, 'that Evangelical Me- 
theds of Convillion be the only ones im- 
ploy'd upon them : and finally, they de+ 
fire, That no illegal, deſpotick, and «rb1- 
trary Governmem may be impoſed upon the 
brave Engliſh Nation: LIBERTY and 
PROPERTY is their cognizance; To 
avoid Circumlocutians, ' I will take the li- 
berty to put upon "the Side thus defcrib- 
ed, a name that ſhall carry their defired 
Liberty in the fignification of -it 5-1 wilt 
call them ELEUTHERIANS: And 
if the. Story of our /King Luci, the firſ# 
Chriſtian King they ſay in the World, 
were certain, we would reſpett the name 
the more, for that famous old Elwtherine, 
who thought that the Faith of Chriſt, and 
the Old and New Tiftament, without any 
Additions from Rome, was Law ro 
govern the Church of England Now a+ 
' mong 
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mong theſe: our ELEUTHERI ANS, 
or Freemen, are to be reckon'd, not only 
the hundreds of thouſ-nds that have aQtu- 
ally ſhaken off rhe Shackles of Conformity 
to "the | Popiſh Remainders 'yet vexing of 
England, but thole alfo that have lived 'in 
conformity, yet. groaning, ' or at leaſt wil- 
ling to have the heavy 7oke-raken off; yea, 
I am .not dure that the biggeſt part of 
the Conformabls themſelves, will not be 
found of this number. Such an one (Rea 
der, | wilt- not quote- eve, but whar, - if 
I miſtake not, was a conformable Son” of the 
Church ) 1 ſay, ſuch 2 one was Doftor 
Jewell, when he wrote, & That Peffe- 
** cution- for Conſcience: fake is a very 
© Unchriſtian or Antichriſtian Symptom. 
Such was Mr. Detring, when he wrote; 
«© The Similitude -which the Common- 
& Prayer-Book hath with the form of 
© Prayer which the Papiſts uſed, I think 
«+ declineth//from the equicy of the Laws 
© in the ſeventh and twelfth Chapters of 
«* Denteroriomy ; which thing our Fathers 
« © much regarded - in - the Primitive 
* Church; that their:Books are full of great 
© Complaints, againit all Similitude to be 
« had with Gentiles ; and great Incon- 
% venjency' hath followed this Book, while 
 % it hath maintained - an unlearned Mi- 

_—_ _ —_— ngron, when 

our 
wrote, © CY 
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« { like the Papiſts in our Liturgy 3 
« and that it is our fault generally that 
« we differ not from them in all our 
« Miniſtry. Such was Dr. Bilſon, when 
he wrote, © That the Reformed Churches 
«are ſo fer from admitting the full doſe 
* of the Herefics of the Papiſts, that by 
« no means they can digeſt a dram of their 
«" Ceremories, Such was Dr. N 
when he wrote, © That we ought to re- 
5 fuſe to conform our ſelves unto the 
* Enemies of God in any of their Cere- 
© monies; and "that he wiſh'd and hop'd 
6 for the utter aboliſhing of all the Mo- 
«.:noments of Popiſh Superſtition, which 
«yet remain in our Chorch. © Such was 
Dr. Fuik, when he wrote, © That if a Man 
* miſlike our Form of Divine Service, as 
© not ſufficiently differing from the Pa- 
« piſts, he ſhows his greateſt zeal in de- 
« teſtation "of their Idolatry and Blaſphe- 
* my: We abhor whatſoever hath but 
« a ſhew of Popery. Such was Dr. Afore, 
when he wrote, © It is an Antichri- 
« tian Uſe of Church-Government, © ta 
© direft it to the upholding of ſcanda- 
© lous Ceremonies, and enſnzring Inven+ 
{ tions of Men 3 and what is jt Inju- 
© tice and ' barbarous Cruelty, to affit 
* Men for what they cannot hdlp, and 
* in what they do not fin ? And t bug 
* plain Rebellion againſt God, to wreſt 
& his 
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« his Scepter out of his band, by which 
« he ruleth in the Conſciences of Men, 
« and to uſurp this Empire to them- 
« ſelves! A mutual agreement in bearing 
&% with one another's Diſſeats in the Non- 
* fundamentals of Religion, is really a 
«* greater Ornament, than the moſt exaCt 
« Uniformity imaginable 3 ir being an 
© eminent exerciſe of Charity, the Flower 
* of all Chriſtian Graces, and the beſt 
* way I think 'at the long-run, to make 
* the Church as uniform as can juſtly be 
« deſired, To have done : Such was 
Mr. Chilingworth, whoſe emphatical Words 
are theſe; © Require of Chriſtians onl 
to believe Chriilt, and to call no M 
Maſter but him only ; let thoſe leave 
claiming of lnfallibility, who have no 
right unto it, and let them that in 
their words diſclaim ir, diſclaim it like- 
wiſe in their Actions : In a word, take 
away Tyranny, which is-the Devil's In- 
ſtrument to ſupport Errors, and Sy- 
perſtitions, and Impieties in the ſeve- 
ral parts of the World, which could not 
otherwiſe long withſtand the Power - of 
Trath; I ſay, take away Tyranny, and 
reſtore Chriſtians to their juſt and full 
liberty of captivating their Underſtand- 
ings to the Scripture only ; that aniverſal 
Liberty thus moderated, may quickly 
* reduce Chriſtendom to Truth and ay 74 
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And what bat ſach were thofe Eprſcopal 
Divines, who with Dr. Uſber ented 
unto the Parliament above thirty Excep- 
tions againſt the Zirrgy? I will deſcend 
no lower, I will produce no more; here 
is enough to explain one ſide of the Eng- 
liſh Controverſies. 

On the other ſide ; there hath been a 

evailing Party, whoſe Grief it hath 

n, that eyer the Reformation proceeded 
ſo far, and whoſe Wrath hath been on 
all occaſions vented againſt. the Memory 
of thoſe that were chief in the Reformation. 
Reader, call them not that Church of Eng- 
land, which is the Spouſe of Chriſt ;, but lee 
the name of LOT*s WIFE be aſlignd 
unto them, and let"them upon good ad- 
vice remember ber. Theſe IDUMAZANS 
would ' monopotize unto themſelves the 
name of the Church of England ; but they 
have by Canons boldly invading of, and 
contrary to the Parliamentary Power, form- 
ed a new Church of England, which for 
more than half an bundred years after the 
Reformation, twould have been lictle ſhore 
of Treaſon to have talk'd of. They have 
made their Church-Government, by Arch- 
Biſhops, Boſhops, Deans, Arch. Deacons, and 
the reſt that bear Office in the Church, 
a thing of Divine Righe , but then they 
durſt not ſhow their Head : for, from the 
King 
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King they now derive not their Eprſcopd 
Ateri, as they did at the beginning ; 
Their Eye is upon a foreign Fursſdiltion ! 
They have made no more than rwenry fix 
particular Churches, namely the Dieceſan, in 
the whole Kingdom; and with a prodigi- 
ous Impudence they dare to publiſh it, 
Inauditus erat parochorum paſtoratus ante bu- 
jus ſeculi, & amecedentis Delirium ,, and 
blotting out the name of Paſtor, where 
their Books formerly ſo called the Pariſb- 
Presbyter, they have left unto none, bur the 
twenty ſix Biſhops, either Obligation tO teach, 
or Authority to rule in the Church. "hey 
have been meer Bigors for trifling Cereme- 
nies; and if they could but cozen Men in- 4 
to a Belief, that it was a brave piece of 
devotion, to have a Church ſet off (like that 
of- Durbam, deſcribed by Dr. Faller) with 
an Altar and Cherubims, which colt two 
thouſand Pounds, and an mage of the 
Trinity, and Anthems of the three Kings 
of Collen, to be ſung inſtead of Pſalm, 
before and after Sermon, and a conſe- 
crated Knife to cut the Bread at the '-Com- 
munion, and abundance more of ſuch 
Trankets, they have ſeemed as if they car- 
ed . nor, tho the Subſtentials of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion were utterly Joſt in 

Nation. All the Do@rines of Grace, af- 
ſerted by the true Church of "England, 
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"4a would preſerrts, | n Fibe a Pe- 
| Chrift cangty \{hc Id;be conſiſtent 
#9, theſe en alſo are they thar 
invented:a P. ion for Sports on the « 
Lord's Day, as amEngine to vex the beſt Chr;- 
/tians among this Corformy#;, and fill the 
with Paganu/mw and Atheiſm : And ahivin. ſpite 
of the Homnlies of the Church of England; 
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unto every thing in the Book of C Prayer, 
& of Conſecrating Biſhops, andQrder: 
| 7s and Deacons, and the. Book of 4r-" 
and Hothilies ; and the Clergy are to de- 
That they/will never endeavour any Al- 
of the ſtical Conſtitution ; yea, 


"to Few and Sweer” thac milly will obſerve all 
the Canons... By theſe = , © Whoſoever 


* ſhall affirm, That che Chutch of England, by 
© Law Eftabliſhed, is nor a Chard Gorced 
© according to Drvine Inf itutzon ; or whoſoever 


© affirms, That its Worſhip comgled in the 
© Book of Comme and iniſtration 


* of the\Sacramenrs,..is Corrupt ; or-.chatany 
© of the Thirty Nine Articles, are in any part 
© Superſtitious of - Erroneous, or ſuch as he 
* may not with.a good Conſgience Sub/cribe 
*=Bnto ; or that the Rires and Ceremonies of the 
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* until they repent, 

© their Wicked Errors. 
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heir lien Baptized, dare not fab- 
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J , he Sacrament, and #6 be "preſent at publick 
© Prayers; or who refuſe Reverently to peog 
* wheth the General Confeſſion , Litany ,* and 
: * other” Prayers are Read, and will not fand 
© up, at the Sa of the Belief, and Bow at 
"the Name | 
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Font) this * Me, Fo 
 formiſt us ;'* Mr. 
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1 him all the 

»zxcreme Cold Winter in Me 
Yngeon; NC C C n* 
« to « Poſt in che nidlſti/of che Room, wich 
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or im only BreaFand Water, with 2 Pad 
of Straw to ligupon ; and on his Releaſe, 
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a" | done 4s 
W | t returning. Reader, 
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. 20 twake che 


_— Io undergo 


mto @ Wilderneſs, \'v 
erect, 


n both feel and;give t 1 

, tothe Diff crences here at ex 

An. American Wilderneſs, now known. 
' Name of NE W-E NGLAND, 
this *oc between» the Years 16 
I640, Peopled with ; 7 


ſuch as were driver outat 


commenced in 
PE Age, hath ever ſince-been ſtope, bue: 
Reformation of. Dottrme, /in very 

t14l Pont; of _ the Grace of God, then 

ed, has been in 
When che Church 
of the Anichriſtian Ando wheres 
fo long been. ried, » bk 


: - 
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Y 
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vl © keep t = 
| reg | - od 
LL e 9&5, WwnNO 
held it | to ſweepa Room after it had 


Hs mnt of 
fps 7 
with'never ſo much, of Irreſiſtible,” and In- 


by them who thirſted 
better ( hath ſtill been lite > 
Antwe given, than what the Prolocus ©; 
he Silenced Philpo: withal, * 
| Sword. 
ion, inthe Homilies of the 
been'- too) much veri- 
that would be cal- 
Imation 


| Head, '#nd then to bave 
Wetfion and. Divgetion to keep that, than to 
t God's Holy Commandments nid to do 
them. L of chouks 'tis well known that * 


s of Remanifts at this 

by the Name of Fanſ(eniſfts, 

ny Eſlential and Funda- 

wuacal -ds the Chriftien Faith , than 

many that Subſcribed our -moſt Ortho- 

dox Series the. Church of Fng/and, and- 
chien pretend chem © be Arricles nor of Faub, 
but-of | Peace : Or Ul the famous:Lener wo 
the. Redor of ; had I never - brazg'd, 
Naw we bave plant het Sovereign Drug, At- 

aV- ' 


minianiſm, * 


ing to be M, 
frefſed Efate (ſaith he Y* wheremton we | are 
likely to fall, forctth us , with grief of , i 
bumble manner, to craut May ' 
Sovereign Protetiion : We 


ro 
even 
Parts, 


and 
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than #e 
them, are men 
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* in thoſe things; 
* of chem at any cime, 


* Ceremony and Severity. Upon the Reſtoration 
of King Charles _ go , there —_ 
gular opporrunity Reformation © 
gain'd, ar leaſt, YN EN bans, as Was 


promiſed in that King's Declaration about 
s Cefiaſticals Aﬀansy a Declaration wag « 
| vine 
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Divine of the Church of England could ay, 
If ever a Droine Sentence was in the mouth of # 
King, it was with His Majeſty, in that admira- 
ble Declaration ; and the united Tudgment of the 
whole Nation, cannot frame a more unexceptiona- 
ble expedient for a firm Concord of theſe diſtratted 
Churches. t this Declaration was immediate- 
ly of as little regard, as the Solemn Leogut and 
Covenant, Though there were then a Conference 
about thoſe Aﬀairs,berween the Epi/copal and the 
Nonconformif® Divines , by the Kmg's Commuyſ- 
fron, ſuch was the event, chat I ſtill chooſe-to 
give the Story in the very words of a Confor- 
miſt ; © T admire ( ſays my Author) chat. up- 
* on ſuch an Occaſion | they,could not in-any 
© one thing be gratified ; not-{o.much as int far-* 
© bearing the Leſſons of che Afperyphe 5 linker * 
* much, that, as many remember well, afrer'n * 
* long tug at the Convocation- Houſe about that 
* matter, a good Doctor came out at laſt with 
* great Exultation, That they bed carried it for 
* Bell and the Dragon. And that the may 
be yet a little more perfett, the words of ano- 
ther Conformiſf# ſhall be adjoined; © Many to 
* this day think (ſays my Author ) that the 
© Leaves of that Plant might have conduced 
* much to the Healing of the Nation ; but in- 
* ſtead thereof a Correſrve was provided, which 
* Invenom'd, but never Healed the Hurt of 
* the Daughter of our People, His Majeſty ſoon 
© after this Interim ( which wes but like Lg bc- 
* ning before a Thunderbolt ) Enadted a Law, 
* which Deprived aboye Twenty batdred of the 
* Dilſenting' Clergy , leaving | thegv. to the 
F * Charity 


82 A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
. _ Chatirty of their Friends to provide Bread 
for radi ons and Ruined Families. By 
- this A# was required a Its to the 
* Book of _— par Np _ eIng an ww 
* fei d Aſſent unto a 
* thing contained in it, ( which was Reviſed 
" and Reprinted with divers Alterations ) and 
© £0 NINO ans pats of De- 
* privation ; ; time was fo limited, that 
the New Copies weak not be diſtributed , nor 
* what was to be Subſcribed, conſulted : Which 
LEEIESSESS 
, Law, werenot 
© Ejelted ; fe rag in that os nc 
* {ovencible, the not being'to be procu- 
*red in time. om a a man be differzed of 
* his' Pree-bold for not doing a thing which is 
4 le and Impratticable ? 
it was that the Parkement, ſince known 
by the Name of Penſioner, were fo Prieft-ridden 
as to Ena& thoſe horrid Laws for Coremonies, 
by which the Magne Charts of the Nation 
was torn to pieces ; Milliqns-of Perjurie: fill'd 
the Tand; the molt bruitiſh of men were hired 
to do the moſt bruitiſh of things; Convidlion: 
were made, and Penalties were laid, not only 
without Fries, but alſo without any hearitlg 
of the Accuſed; Eftates were and Em- 
bezzel'd; Houſes were broke up and diſturbed ; 
Femilies were ſcattered and ruined 3 ; the Pri 
ſoms were fill d with che moſt ſerious Chriſtians ; 
and Reverend Miniſters of the Goſpel ſcene un- 
to the' Srocks and the Houſes of 'Corre&ion all 
over the Kingdom, for nothing but En 
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their Conſciencer gould not Corform to finful Ce 
remonies, Which in the Ju t of che 


er3 were but > p91 Ellom did purſue 
jo Brother with the Sword, and caft off al pip 4 
bis Anger did tear perpetually, and be begs bis 
wrath for ever ; till God ſent @ Fire upon them. 
I have read money Yep gn Book, En- 
titled 7he - Similitade, That it required no leſs 
than Twebve bandred and ſixty On Hides for the 
of it. © know not how far the full 
Story "of the Sufferi of the s 
under the Caroline Perfecution would go to 
a Book of fuch enormous Dimenſions ; this 
I know, *"twas a Perſecution too termible 'to ad | 
mit of” a Similitude ; and there is a worthy 
Writer who” does not ſcruple ro fay, That if. 
Sufferings 'of Good men in this Perſecution 
were diſtinaly wrtirten, our v2, wh Books of 
Martyrs would be but an Enchiridion in com- 


retif of this Hifory. Art to be 're- 
vetig'd upon them for their Jo as they 
t of the Nation 


ations. Their Adverlarics kept 4 
Day" of Thankigiving through the Kingdom 
af in this doleful ſtate they lay Three Tear: 
and an balf ; even till the Laws, which ſome 
think" were made by no Azthority, received ei- 
ther from God of Man, came frangely (and at 
laſt m—_ to be removed, Since the moſt 
happy ccellion of Their Majeſties, King 
Willam and (the late) Queen Mary, to the 
Ya F 2 Throne 
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Throne _ of che. Three Kingdoms, the oppor- 
runity to. Proſecuce the Reformation hath been 
wonderfully renewed-and ingreafed, not only 
19 the os be which thoſe excellent Princes 
kave ſhewn in, many, inſtances. to Relieve the 
Oppre// 4 Conlciences of che Froteſt ant Diſſemer;, 
buc-alſo in their carneſt calling upon the Cler- 
gy of. the Engliſh Natzon/ to prepare and: offer 
Things for the good Order, Edification, and Unity 
of the Church-of . England, and the Reconciling as 
much as us pojſbtle, all. Differences among the good 
Subyetts, and to take away all occafions of rhe like 
for. tbe ſuture, Neverthelels we: cannot leam 
that any great matter hath hitherto been done 
by ,cthem, to anſwer che expectation of - che 
Be of Princes 5 b [4 excepting the Indulgence 
gfanted unto the; Nonconformy/s by. an d# of 
Forlament, all things remain ſo much in the 
old poſture, as te produce this, Complaint. of 
a Worthy Pexſon , one Mr. Snowden, who /is 
yet a.Conſormeble Sen_of the Church, »»— 1Eer 
firiee the Reformation ( laicth he) rhe Church bath 
ſuffered many a buter,porg for ;be ſake of theſe 
O enſeve Rites and Ceremonies + They once fretted 
out.. ber Bowels, and; beve been, ever fince' their 
{oration with Charles the Second, as Maths 
f-rting her Garments : They bawe been the conſtatu 
{ voublers of. cur Iratl ; and | am afraid; if, with 
Jonasrbey be not 'caff overboard, they will at one 
1d & aro! ber ft our Ship, Aﬀeer theſe mul: 
tiplig& ag90 emphatical Overtures, . there comes 
fourth unto the World,” a Vox Cleri,, which in- 
Mead of conſenting . unto the Abatement of 
anv one Apocryjbat Ingrediens 10 Divine Wor- 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, does propoſe the Addition of more, 'and 
the Appointment of Reading ſometimes in the 
Church for the further Enligbtening -of our Un- 
derftanding ,, certain Portions- our of EIKON 
BASIAIKH ; | about the true Author of which 
Book; the Earl of Angleſey, and (a Conform- 
able Divine) the Reverend Dr. Anthony Walker, 
and not I, muſt be an Informer unto as many 
as would be truly informed} ; and anto this 
Propoſal of our Yox Cheri, not I; but one who 
called himſelf, A ſober Lay-man of the Church o 
England , hereapon Publiſhing '2 Vox Popul; 
hath' anſwered , And why not the Arcadimn 
Prayer in the ſame Book, for the furthiving of our 
Devotion: ? What ſhall we fay more ? If nei 
ther the Command: of Chriſt, nor the Fudgments 
of -God, nor 'the Arguments of the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon, with the long Experiences of above an 
Hundred apd fifry Years Nonſenſe in Ip/- 
tins and Pirſetutions, have not perſuaded us wo 
make a more. thorough Reformation; one 
would think that the Derifion, which for che 
want of it, we have had from the Papifs them- 
ſelves, whom it has been our pretence therein 
to accommodate, might have carried ſome lit- 
tle perſuaſion in it. Reader, unto them that” 
are moſt concerned, let us leave che Tranſla- 
tion of a very pungent Paſſage, which Ed- 
ward Weitton hath, in his Theatrrum Vite Civili: 
& Sacre, Printed at Anwerp. 

Alu Proteſtantes, ”e provſus Imprs videantur, 
noftris Miſlali, ac Breviario, cum uo delettu 
wuntur., Ef qud Religionis apud cos Forms cele- 
brier appareat, adbubent Canonicos, e&tiam, {# diis 
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uw , & Archidiachonos. Adeoque de More 
leſix Romane Emum Cappas, pluviake & 
cjuldem SupelleRilem, quam dicunt imveniſſe m 
Synagogi Antichriſti, | Quo ipſe liquet, Religio- 
nem Proteſt antium imprimss Furto noxiam <—— *pe| 
fs Fures babers retu/ant, maneant Simi noſtr @, & 
Antichriſti, Ridenrur bi, cum anni ſud Sceni, 
non 4 noſtris modd, werim & & ſuis: And then 
he' adds the ſaying of one, YVidentur Angli Pa- 
pam 4 ſwo Regno Jugaſe aded feſtine, wt cum Coc- 
gerint weſtes 4 Tergo velimquere 3 quibus aft i, 
Oventium Ritu Choros ducentes, indutntur perſo- 
nath, But none of all theſe conſiderations 
hath hitherto, moved the Predomimant Party ; 
nor have theſe true Sons of Auſtin the Monk, 
taken any other methods to recommend them- 
felves unto the Nonconformiſts, than that old 
Formal.'and Fooliſh Aonk took to puſh the 
Papal Ceremonies upon thoſe ancient Churches 
of Nonconformiſts, our Brith Anceſtors. The 
Church of England, in the beginning of the 
Commination againſt Smmers, does confeſs, That 
her Diſcipline 18 nat fo good as that of the Pri- 
witirze Churches was for leveral Ages. And no 
Comminatien of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt againſt 
the Unreformable, has cauſed them to lay aſide 
their ſinful Reſolution, That it never ſhall be {+. 
The Reformaiion when carried but baif through, 
immediately ſtuck like an Inchanted Cart, and 
if by any driving that hath made the tackling 
all fly, it hath been ſtrain'd heyond che Lane, 
where the Spel/ was firſt laid upon it, it hath 
ſoon reſil'd within that Line again with a Ven- 
geance. Now to uſe ( which on this Theme 
i ſtill chooſe) rhe words of a Conformable 
Writer, 
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Writer, I it not frange [ faith the Conform- 
able Author of a Plea for Abatement ] to ob- 
forwe Sie-iu be DEI view, there 
ould beſo great « ſaly out of Devine into mar 
vellons Light wpon the firſt me of that Day, 
and that Fwy: vo rn. _ __ and Tears 

eſſed Conſciences , the utmoſt endea- 
MDs, > Learned Fathers, it could not for more 
than this Hundred Years, be carried on one ftep fur- 
rher toward: perfefion ? 

S, 12. Thus it muſt be, becauſe an Half 
time of the Twelve bundred and fixty years, de- 
termined for the continuance of the- Apoſtacy, 
was yet behind. But now, lift «p your beads . 
ye Reforming Churches of God, becauſe Re- 
demption draweth nigh. The Hundred and four- 
ſcore years are a out ; and then an irreſiſti- 
ble Spirit f REFORMATION 
ſhowred / from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt on the 
Hearts of men, ſhall — hty and happy 
Changes upon the World. He doth great 
things by Spirit, and, Lord, 1 know that thou 
. canſt do every thing, The Sacred Oracles of 
| Heaven aflign Two feps to be taken for the 
| aboliſhing of Antichriſt: Firſt an Harvef#, and 
then a Ymrage : Our Lord had a notable Har- 
weſt of Churches gathered out of the Papel 
Empire at the Reformation in the former Cen- 
twy ; but the Harveſt leaves no little work for 
the Vartage, which always comes about a Se- 
vemh part of the Year after it, Now the Se- 
venth part of the Twelve hundred and (oxty 
gears, which conſtitute the grand year of 
Antichrift , is juſt an Hundred and fourſcore 
Years; and about ſo many Years from the 
F 4 Reo 
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Reformation, we ſhall ſee Popery caf# into the 
great wine-preſ's of the wrath of God. But be- 
cauſe in this Thorny Argument I have ſtill cho- 
ſen to ſay all in words whereto the Conformeble 
Sons of the Church of England have helped 
me, I will here chooſe to ſum up my expeta- 
tions in the words of ſuch an one ; for ſuch an 
one I find in the Year 1690, publickly thus 
exprefling himſelf ; It is rhe bope of many Geod 
and Learned men, that the time is at band when 
God will deliver his Church for ever from the 
darkneſs of the Kingdom of Antichrift ; and that 
the Nations will catt away all things that bave 
been Injtruments of advancing bis an and 
SuperiHition z ſurely that glorious Day will open 
mens Eyes ; _ I have the faith to believe , that 
England will not be blind when otber Nations do 
ſee, And long before him, I find another of 
them, namely, Dr. More ſaying, What barm « 
it to preſage ſo well of the Reformation, as that 
afrer the Decurſion of the years of their Child- 
bood, God will ripen them into a more manly ſenſe 
of the great and mdiſpen/able Duties of the Goſpel ; 
That be will not tolerate nor connive any longer at 
their childiſh [quabling about Nutſhels , Counters, 
and Cherry-Htones ; but menace them even with 
Deftrufion, of they leawe not off their Animoſities 
and 4 Pernies of mind about Trifles, and bold not 
faſt unto the Royal Law of Lowe? I would re- 
proach my Hand, it I did nct find it even tg 
rremble in _Tranſcribing the terrible words of 
the Famous Mr. Baxter, who hath Publiſhed 
this Prognoſtication ; I think it exceeding proba- 
(ie, that 'ex:ber England will bave Popery ſettled 
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in Power by a French Conqueſt, *: the French 
Faſhion, by the Compliance of thoſe of the Eng- 
liſh Clergy, who are for 4 Foreign Church-Ju- 
riſdition , or elſe God will conſtrain the preſept 
Governors, by the ſenſe of their own Intereſt ,"if 
mot of the Intereſ® of Religion and the common 
Good, to open the publick Church-doors unto that 
Concord, gow which they bawe been lock d by 
the A# of Uniformity, and ſuch like, above 
Thirty Years ; and the unplacable Enemies of Peace 
will caſt down themſelves, The former part of 
this terrible Prognoſft ication, how- probable ſo- 
ever the Sins of men have rendred it, we may 
hope-ſhall by the Sovereign Mercy of Heaven 
be prevented ; bur the lacrer part of ic, ſhall 
by the Almighty Spiriz of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, working on the Heatts of men, how- 
ever not without an amazing ſhake once more 
not only of the Earth, but of the Heawens al- 
fo, be ſpeedily and gloriouſly accompliſhed. 

Ic would indeed make a Volume to re- 
cite all the bopeful paſſoges of a true E L E U- 
THERTIAN ſtrain, which we find oc- 
curring in the Books of late Years, written 
by many Conformable Sons of the Church of 
England, Now becauſe I am going to pre- 
dict the Language , which will be heard 
through the Nation, when a wonderful Rewc- 
lution \hall irreſiſtibly bring on the heretofore 
maligned, and hitherto oppoſed Reformation ; 
and Good men will wrice in all their Books, 
what was the Motto wricten by Selveccerns in 
all of his, HEPI MANTOZ THN EAET@EPIAN, 
Above all things fr LIBERTY. I am 
willing 
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willing firſt of all to repeat a little of that 
Language, Which I find in the Writings of the 
Conformable. Reader, Shall we go fo gh as 
the very Reverend old Robert Abbe the Biſhop 
of Salubury, whoſe Two Younger Brothers, 
one became Archbiſhop of Canterbury , the 
other became Lord-Mayor of Landon ? This 
t man, when Dodtor of the Chair in the 
niverſity of Oxford [ 1615. ] thus expreſſed 
himſelf; © There are ſome, that are Partly 
© Romiſh , partly Engliſh , as occaſion ſerves 
* So that a man may ſay unto them, Nofer ex, 
* an Adverſariorum? Who under pretence of 
* Truth, and preaching againſt the Puritans , 
* ſtrike at the Heart and Roor of the Faith and 
© Religion now Eſtabliſhed among us. This 
* Preaching againſt the Puritans, was but the 
* pratice of Parſon; and Campian's Counſel 
© | Two notorious Feſuites ] When they came in- 
* to England to ſeduce young Students : For 
© when many of them were afraid they ſhould 
© loſe their places if they ſhould profeſſedly 
© be thus,, the Counſel they then gave them 
* was, That they ſhould ſpeak freely agamſ# the 
© Puritans, and that ſhould ſuffice. Now for 
© this ſpeech, Thar the Presbyteriahs are as bad 
© as the Papiſts ; there is a fimg in it, which I 
* wiſh had been left out ; for there are many 
* Churches beyond the Seas which contend for the 
* Religion eſtabliſhed amongſt us, which yet 
have Approved and Admitted the Presbyrery ; 
* and this 15 ro make them as bad as the Papiſts. 
* Beſides, there have lived among us many 
* Reverend and Worthy men, which have 
* NOT 
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© not rejected the Presbyrery, taking it even for 
© Lay Elders; and __ the relt, Dr. Nowel, 
* late Dean of Pauls, in his larger Catechiſm, 
* p. 29. and 71. affirms, That mm every well Go- 
© wern'd Church there was @ Presbytery ; and yet 
© this Catechiſm, by the late Reverend Arch- 
© biſhop of Canterbury, was commanded to be 
© had in every Grammar-Scheol; which ſurely 
* he would not have done, if the Prezbyterians 
* were as dangerous or bad as the Papifs. 

But I ſpoke of coming to the late Tears, and 
I will do it as faſt as I can. "Tis Biſhop Deve- 
nant, who ſays, © If you be free from the 
© Rites that God himſelf once Preſcribed, then 
* are you free from the Traditions of men. Ic 
* is a moſt wicked thing,-that they ſhould im- 
* pole this Toke upon you, and you are moſt 
* fooliſh to ſubmit your Necks unto it ; for God 
* would not have aboliſhed the Ceremonial Law 
* Inftituted by himſelf, that a New One may be 
* invented by men. : 

'Tis Biſhop Taylor who fays, © « /ymbolical 
© Rite of Human Iroention, to ſignify what it 
* does not effe#, and then introduced in the 
© Solemn Service of God, is ſo like thoſe wan 
© Imaginations and Repreſentations forbidden 
© in the Second Commandment, that the very 
p ſuſpicion is more againſt Edification, than their 
* ule can d unto. Eccleſiaſtical Law: are 
* to be fitred for the advantage of the Churches, 
* Miniſtring to Edification, and complying with 
© Charity ; whatever Eccleſiaſtical Law hath not 
* theſe Conditions, the Churches owg bt not to re- 


* cerve. 
| 'Tis 


Py 


Bos 4 Hiſtory of the Rifermation, 


'Tis Mr. Hales ( one as worthy to have 
been a Biſbop as Archbiſhop Laud ) who fays, 
© That when either Falſe or Uncertam Conclu- 
© ſions are obtruded for Tratb, or Acts cither 
* Unlawful or Miniftring juſt Sernple, are re- 
© quired of us to be performed ; in theſe ca- 
: ls Conſent were Conſpiracy, and open Con- 
teſtation 15 not Fattion or Schbi[m, bh due 
Chriſtian Animoſity, That it hath been the 
common Di/ea/ſe of Chriſtians from the be- 
ginning not to content themſelves with that 
mea/ure of * Faith, which God and the Seri- 
prtares have expreſly afforded. — But upon 
pretence of Church Authority ( which is none ) 
or Tradition ( which for the moſt part is but 
feign'd) they have perempeorily concluded, 
and contidently impoſed upon others, a'ne- 

ellicy of entertaining Concluſions of that 

nature. That to load our publick Forms with 
the private -Fancies upon which we differ, is 
che moſt Sovereign way to perpetuate Schiſm 
unto the worlds end. That they do bur 
abuſe themſelves and others, chat would per- 
{uade. us, that Biſhops by Chriſt's Inſtitution 
have any Superiority over other men, further 
than that of Reverence. 
'Tis - Dr. Faler ( one as worthy of a 
Biſhoprick too as any other ) whoſays, © Mul- 
* tformity in things merely indifferent, with 
* murual Charity, doth. more promote God's 
' Glory than Uniform y ic felf. 

"Tis Biſhop Srillmgfleer, who ſays (though 
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he were not a Biſhop when he faid-ic) © Ler* 


* mea turn and wind themſelves which way * 


* they 


and Nonconformity. *' dx 


© they will, bythe very ſame Arguments that 
© any will prove Separation from the Church 
* of Rome Lawful, becauſe ſhe required Un- 
* lawful things as conditions of her Communion, 
* it will be proved Lawful, Not to conform to 
© any [uſpetted'or unlawful Prattice, required by 
* any Church-Governors upon the ſame Terms, 
* if the thing ſo required be after ſerious and 
* ſober enquiry , judged Unwarrantable by a 
* man'$ Own Conbience. Again, What ble 
© reaſon can be given, why ſuch things ſhould 
* not be ſufficient for Communion with a 
© Church, which are ſufficient for Salvation ? 
* And certainly thoſe things are ſufficient for 
© That, which are laid down as the neceſſary 
* Daties of Chriſtianity by our Lord and Saviour 
* in his Word, Without all Controverſy, 
© the main inlet of- all the Diſtractions, Con- 
* fuſions, and Diviſions in the Chriſtian World, 
* hath been by Adding other Conditions of Church 
* Communion than Chrif bath made. Further , 
* By allowing a Liberry for matters of Indif- 
© ferency, and bearing with the weak, who can- 
* not bear things which others count Lawful, 
* we might indeed be reſtored unto a Prims- 
* tive Luſtre fag ſooner, than by furbiſhing up 
* fome Antiquated Ceremonies, which can de- 
* rive their Pedigree no higher , than from 
* ſome ancient Cuſtom and+ Tradition. Omce 
mare, * There is nothing the Prime Church 
: ves greater Imitation by us in, than 
that admirable Temper , Moderation , and 
© Condeſcention , which -was uſed / ia it 
"cowards all the Members of -ie. It was ne- 
<» Ver 


: 
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© ver thought worth the while to make any 
© ſtanding Laws for Rite: and Ciftoms , that 
© had no other Original but Tradition, much 
© lefs to ſuſpend men her Communion for not 
© obſerving them, 

'Tis the Biſhop of Hereford, who ſays, © As 
© long as men hold faſt the Body of Chriſt, be 
© not Rigorous with them for Shadows. This 
* Forceable urging Uniformity in Worſhip, hath 
© cauſed great divifion-in Faith as well as Cha- 
© rity. I beſeech you! in the fear of God, et 
© before your Eyes the dreadful Day of Fudg- 
©.ent, When Chriſt on his Tribunal of Juſtice 
# ſhall thus queſtion you, Are your Ceremonies 
© more dear. unto you, than the Souls for which 1 
© Died? David diſpenſed with a Ceremony 
* Commanded by God to ſatiify the Hunger of 
* bus People, Will not you diſpenſe with your own 
© Ceremonies to ſatizefy the Souls of my People? 
© Shall they periſh for tranſgreſſmg your Human 
© Laws, which they ignorantly conclude Erroneons, 
© and ſhall not you' periſh for tranſgreſſimg my Di- 
* vine Laws, which you knqw to be Good and 
© Holy? 

'Tis the Proteſtant Reconciler ( a faithful Son 
of the Church of Ernpland, as one calls him ) 
who ſays, © Ir is certain that our Church hath 
* altered her Eirurgy at feveral Times, and in 
© ſeveral Parrs. Hence it appears, how ſenſe- 
* leſly 'tis alledged, That we cannot abate 
© theſe Ceremonies, becauſe they have beers ore 
* received by the Church. One skill'd in Aw- 


* cerity of theſe two precences; That we, lay+ 
; *1ng 


* riquity will be convinced of the great imſon 
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and Nonconformity. 3s 
* ing afide of the reſt, have kept our preſent 
© Ceremonies out of due Reverence to Anti 


c 

ont the Reverend Mr. Samuel Bolde, who 
ſays, © I dare affirm, That if the Rites atid 
© Ceremonies now in-uſe in the Church of 
© England, ſhould be Altered by the ſame Au- 
© thoricy which did at firſt Enjoin them, the 
© Church of Eng/avd would fill be as impreg- 
© nable a Bulwark againſt Popery as now'ſhe is ; 
« and I am fully ſatisfied there is no man will 
* deny this, unleſs he be cither a Rea! Papif, 
© or an Ignorant and a Superſtitious Fool. 

Why ſhould I quote the Four Books, En- 

titled, 7he Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconfor- 
miſts, which were Compoled by a 
Miniſter, and Sen of the Church of . 
land, an ed in the Years 1681, 1682, 
1683? Unto theſe, if I ſhould add all that 
occurs in the ſeveral Arguments bumbly Propoſed 
for Conceſſions and Alterations im the Commen- 
Prayer, and in the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of England ( wich numberleſs Quo- 
tations from Conformable Authors therein 
made ) publiſhed by a Minifer > 2 the Church of 
England, 4s Law Eftabliſhed, in the Year 
1689. Some fierce IDU MeuE A N would: 
ſay, I am raifing an Army of Moderate Con- 
formifts againſt his Violent Party, And yet I 
muſt preſume to Cite a few Lines out of the 
Author laſt mentioned : Says he, © The Cere- 
© monies are Inutilia Calo, of little or no uſe 
© for the Winmnmg of Souls. And I fee noc bur 
© that Prelate's Speech was truly + 


' 34 N 
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A Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
- *-who'faid; We bad rather loſe a Ceremony than 
*.s Soul/) As is faid of ſome Meats, Neither if 
B= of © we Eat them are-we the better, nor if we Eat 
| not are we the worſe ; ſo we are nothing bet- 
""rered by theſe Ceremonies. And the Reaſon 
* for the uſe of the Ceremonies cealeth much ; 
* chey were kept partly out of Compliance 
*-with the Papiſts to gain upon them, but now 
* the Papiſfts are harden'd by it, upbraiding us 
*( as Biſhop Uſber ſaid 'of them) If ow Fleſ 
© be not good, Why do you drink of our Broth? 
* And the Conformifts ( many of them ) would 
* think it hard to be Silenc'd for not Aﬀenting 
© to the Perſtyerance of the Samts, or any other 
* the Five. Pomts, according to the commion 
* Senſe of our Diſenting Brethren. —— I ſhall 
Ku © conclude with the common Afertion of the 
© Reformed Churches, That all Churches ſhould 
* labour as much as poflibly may be, after Apo- 
, ſtolical Simplicity, and fewnelſs of Ceremones, 
* which they judge the ſafeſt, che pureſt, and 
* the belt ; as Peter Martyr, Bucer, Cabyin, Re- 
* zZ#, Zarchy, and indeed almoſt all Good men 
* athrm. | | 
Leſt my Reader ſhould grow weary { and 
yet- who can be weary ! | of being enter- 
tain'd with too long a Repetition of the- true 
ELEUTHERI1I A N Language, to be 
found in the Books of many Conformable 
Writers, 1 will oaly Extract a few Lines from 
Two more oft thoſe Writers, who yet have 
not prefixed their Names unto their Works 5 
and it is a ſhame to the Nation, that men 
who write fo wel, ſhould find it ——— 
or 
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pars Wn tt. by. Spe 
MA he __ 
- aky the. Year 3690.chac one , Con- 
formable, | 


DID ng 
— the T2 


what he ſays 3" MPIPY conan the | 
p ' ſence Ti drive. People 
* us, the Gee 22 Lode lodge at our doors, and 
we ſhall be the ga Ra that he 
Rites labour tq keep 

themſelves Guilty "all the Per; Tl 
farmer Tings and, God may 


c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


chem all the whtcous Blood that = 
fromthe of wdbe/ Blood 

* of Ruſſel ; Verily ware 30u, it * be re- 
© quired of thi 1071, Theres no 


: wn. wy up"the Honour of the Ceremonies, 
we blmd the People, which is now umn+ 
i-—— Many of, que own. Clergy 
ors wage them, ous. of, \C hbaice,  but-as 
© a Burihen which they would be 
* delivered, — As Knowledge [ GHONe® 
© Zeal for Coremanies will graw. more and, mare 
* Ridiculovs. —» The Lords, the; Knights of 
© the Shires; .the ; Burge ifes ; know . who 
* are fit in their-deveral nc. to be Cann 
8 * ſellors #1 Peace,..and , Healeys of. our | Breagber; 
© and 1 we. Are unwilling co be, Peace-makers, 
* #bey may. (if, they Dleale 5 make a bal 
* That .the _ Members of batb.. s tha 
© their leveral Countries, chuſc - ce or Four 


* Divines to. ft, in Commeeen to olfer un 
| han 


To 


7 .. X « «| "IS "* : - - RIG, 
*. 2 awe the Re fervilrien, 
* them, what” may fſerrle the Peace” of 'our 
: Church. <—-—— The Church wonld loſe no- 
, thing though all its Ceremonies were laid aſide, 
, are no more an "Ornament unto the 
* Chuth , thari the Chains "of 'n Galley or a 
. Priſon, are Ornament reo"the pobrman chatis 
laden with them. — A Soul ſwallowed 
" up in the Contemplations'of the Irifinice 
jeſty of -the Glorious God, Tnay reckon 
"theſe impoſed Foolevies, no better than the 
: Fools-Caprand Coats which Perſecutors did put 
onſite aines of God; rhey may be valued 
" by fotmal Dead Chrifiany, but the Spirituolh 
* Minded will look on them, as Ty fit only to 
" Adorni Hypecrites, No than @an ſhew any 
* good they hav@®done, except it be pordſuto 
* maintain a Corrupt in Ch and 
_ to the excludi ow, wo Peace- 
able, Dilwent , P « : if ormty 
« is Pe and lata when men ap- 
*point «ber Terms ' of Miniſterial Service and 
s Word, —— emper, - 
* dom, Dili þ + oe and Courage 
© of God's Servants, hath been uſeful co/Man- 
© kind ; but a'Carnal-Fa#ion of Chriſtians, be- 
IDES 
© have e B rs, ſtain : 
" Glory of "the Nation , bedten down the 
* Rents of Eands, diſcouraged try, de- 
"ſtroyed Thos, a broughe the moſt Ilu- 
, ons iy WON - utito a low ſtate. 
— king ue Terms of Mi- 
© niſterial Service, wr 
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like Painted Win- 
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gaudy ſhew, but chey 
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the world is eafil 
to be Advocates for 
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but even the Tribe of the 
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* Were 


) Ns Ee _—_ —— Let us 
the Py G wo Terms of 
r Cn or the Mi- 
* niſtry, the Fel ” ed in 
© to.a 


ett Reformation of the 
* and to Fri Kor more holy and ble{- 
, * ſed Statez | which may be at hand; if by our 
we doinot put away; "this happi- 
Far ay 6 God is doing this Wark a 
* World; it ſhall»go- on, though mp y 
© our fooliſh Obnacy, ——— All the Pious, 
* Sober, and Moderate-Clergymen are for an 
© Union; the reſt are, ſome of chem,  Dignif- 
* ed\,Drones ; theſe fear Contempt if. more 
* diligent Labourers' are admitted . into che 
* Church,.. Some are - Learned, but are infla- 
* med with a Phariſaics! Zeal for the Form of 
p * Godlineſs, denying the Power thereof; Some 
* Ae, Debauch'd, and fear the ſevere ton 
© that is due unto them ; Some are departed 
* from our. Dofree, and ' fear ( bere the Shoe 


"fined Gar theic Bros will be cxpalny by 
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F049; eriuans,. 
he” Church: of England : 


y ”y j'x } at their part 
LILAC " 1 ox wy $a 
caken away : All our Sticklers are Tan- 


* pivees far\their own Humours, and care goc 


© what of out Religion," Lows, and Li- 
© berties. byt the #49 of Indai- 
* gence, the of ' Perſecution are ftcuck 
* out of the' of Perſequrorr, Yer we may 


©be fill guiley of Per/ſecarion, if we continuc 


*© thoſe Gig, chat afmed Evil men againſt the 


le of God, —— He-requires you to 
Ho —_ the harveſt, that 'be would 
© ſnd forth moye s to (bis 3 and 
© you keep away many Worthy from 
© his Work, becauſe they cannot My ey with 
* Terms that he never —_— 
Thu ns 


*y 


It was {in the Yeat” 1693. That chother 
Conformable Divine {whoſe as I am in- 


formed:is Mr. $ Publiſhed a Diſcourſe 
fo Motos; in” EIS of Confermic to ſeveral 


Injunttion: and Orders of "the Church of RR 
Sec what he fays: © Compulſion is a Quiver 


* which affords many a hard them but ſuch 
© as hit the Mark. —— Yet we'can- 
WEN Eef ones Y: 
, were it if the Partition Wall were 
fo wide a Door made itt ic 


chat we might 2c in and ov; that every 
Ry Wers cut which » _ the Church, 


« 1his Rae, 
bey who wſe 


ion ) may her Pref , 
y of her Votaries 
The Whore of 
whenever ſhe 
| | Cap, what- 
* ever Abomination: "twas filled with. _—— Sup- 
f poſe ſome” of our Tackling ſhould be rent, 
* and Sprucery ſullicd, Geo thee of Aiking 
* tune no way comp! that of 

© the Ship againſt Rock. And what Sh» 
© wrath the Storms. which ſore Zeallly as 
us arg ever upon the keaft Alrerarion 

mg ( though - upon the } 
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*C and tne do I ſpeak) that 

. , of our Diflencing Brethren be of £* 

: - mind, That" if” the Proceſitne | 
© Rel ey! by Ioooey the Kiyg and King- 
« ens fared bm Peacty © are contented 

* Zibs's ſhould. take ol ; grudge not at 

* their Preſerments and Dj ies, — But why 

© ſhould we trvy. our Brethren: fitting ar the 

* ſame Table, when we have all the ſame Faith, 

"the ſame Father, the ſerie Baptiſm, and the 

* ſame hope of our Calling ? Or, of 1 ter 


{gd 0 be ba KICKER, 


: { abeliens now, what a Reverend Doctor 
© and Dignitary of the Church hath ſome 
© Years ſince declared unto the World, 7hat 
© chey ſeem reſolyed 16 break all in pieces, ond bee 
© zard our Religion, and _/t theſe jad effetir, oy 
* Diviflons, ft: _— abate their Ri- 
o Jour 66 PT, what they may Lewfully Alter 
and Aboliſh. The O14 Leven could not be 

q ous All at once ; and therefore ſeveral 
* of the greateſt Prelaces in Elizabeth's 
\ Days endeavoured to Lig er, 
(REI IES Sent) nad, by gs Bnd-bo, 


* Pall bets; yea, that «4 oa; Mor 
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104 4 Hiſtory of the Rfformation, 

© work ," ill it" be taken lf of | the Way, ———- 
*-While our "Diſciplme hath been-very quick- 
*"fighted in matters of- C wy as to the 
* {malleſt Ceremonies, it haily parative- 
© Iy 'dull*in hearing, and flow wa Ipying-the 
© greateſt Immoralities. We 


© peaceable and quiet bife, when orce theſe Apple: 
of i (which, they ſay, grow upon a 
© Tree that is neither Good nor Evil } become 
f Forbidden Fruit. Haec tulle —<— 


| a >; ; 

Thus; Reader, I am fo: far from able to 
brag, with old Epiourus, of not having in' all 
my Writings Quored any one-f1 Auchori 
put of any Book whatſoever, ( alc | 
I have as Pineda did in his Monarchis Ec- 


elefiaftics, Cired One /and forty 'Au- 
chors ) 1 Joube 1 argu os uot ations, 
cnough offenſive me thar have more of 
Epiturus than” of Jeſus Chrift in heir Divinty ; 
and chat ſtick at nothing to maintain-their #c- 
cleſiaſt ical Monarchy, But as Mr. Sammue! Bolde 
( a Cenformiſt ©) hath reported \,-1 That / 4 
Church-Warden having” Prelented a Perſon 
unto the. Eccleſiaſtical Court, one in the Court 
immediately applied himſelf unto the Regifer, 
faying, What do you mean? Yowll ſpoil alk for 
this Gentleman is ONE OF U $$; bad 
ſwear and be Drunk as well *#s the 4 

y-you , 


OF US: $a ob gm the R 
Then the Caſe t: ; immediately - cal- 
ling the Church-Warden, he told him, be'was, 4 
moſt wnpudent and villanous nada” - 
G wort 


all !fir” 
under our Fine: rand Fig-rrees , leading a , 
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+ and- Nonconformity/ © Tos: 
wor:by '@ Gentleman, and chid him ſharply for. 
ic." Even fo, when we Noncorformifts meet 
with any man\Who defires th& Reformation a of 
the Chaych, robe cartied on by the Rules of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as che Bleſſed men that 
attempted it, awanke it; or, who carries 
the heart of a truce Englhmanin him, for the. 
Canſtirution of the State, with jthe Principles 
which alone.,can maintain the late bay Re" 
—_— or: who is for Government —__ 
ery, in Spirichals or Temporals; we multbe 
excuſed if we prifently cry ouy 7b 4,0.N E, 
OF. US; and though he may be a Corfarmifh, 
yes, make bold free! 'F Quote him as" O'U & 
"QA N. pee I 


England, wth now vow ty come 1 [peak the 
wn yg, in. the Cications. chus 
of them; They. will ſpeak 

ng pans. ro re fGid for the Puritans 
in che former Ape; Þs Diiind 6 Fae One 
doxa ofefſione > Dijeordia mier not nuila ; His 
,.m Ritthes © Dilciplind, Di cremen {& 
, bone 4 We are; one in! $4:cb, 
and it's,no matter whether we bgjone in. Rice 
ot no, they: will ſpeak,it in ſo geacral 
porn} "por mn eos 
"YI zeet 

. Wieſe, away ; Nor | ſhall the y0ps of. Pro: 
& be able to hinder this Reſtoration of 
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| be" tht beginmin 
verſo] Kingdom of Chrif upon the Birth. What: 


Or Caſar, and the moſt 
of our Ceſar, will ſhortly pals the like righte- 


ous u wretched things, w 
by being the Terms of Communion , have 
really proved the Ground: ion 


| People im the Nation. *Sach they have 
90h” 0d foch hey ell Hl and ve 


prove, until Men are ſo Wiſe and ft, = 
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away with 
Enthuſiaſm, T wil eake rh leave” to make one 
Qnoration more from a Confirmable Divint : 
Drat Criſſener, who in the Year 1685. . 
| Octafion of thelate s Declaration 
y if *Conſcrrnee, wrote following 
words: ent Revolutions ,, I look upon to 
| the Preparations for the Uni- 


gever 
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108 "A Hiſtory of ' che Reformat _— I 
ſerver others intend or 
ropes Wh 
be recal'd in England as 


The next Tear ſeems in all 


I 
ae 


1g State the Church ſhortly to 
ST In 
ed Statete chat ever was in 
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nd vayum y to ſuppreſs 


« habitation, bigh, that ſaith in bi ; 
me t —br to the ? ny 


exals pan uf Peg ag” _ ans, 
Ar. ev We. ah 


[oy the Lord. 
— 


gs _ 
in jb the mount of : Eſay , 


beithe Lords... V Kat? Te 


5. AY If / © > T y : 

**.” aud Nonconformity. '"'\, 1109 
Spirie of Chriſt ſene forth at the Ref: 
an "Hundred and fourſcore Years ago carri 
back ſome Adyice, That the e of Popiſh 
Ignorance, | Wickedneſs,- Wretched- 
, Was: abated from off the earth. Bue chat 
| } is going to be ; ſenr forth , and ic 
will remain here , wir c laringbis woful wotul 
'World, asic hath hereto fore done ;- 


The fact of the earth will be dry. 
The fu es of Chg alt bore 
URLS | ting from the Lone. of 'the 
s Complaint ſhall no more 
oy xr Sunt nunc homines, magi: co 
pidi,. magis avars, magia ab oven miſericardia re 
moti, magiz immodeſti, & IN dpbogue 
deteriores, quam fuerunt [ub P apatu. 


'$. 14- Indeed thoſe Diſpen ſitions of Hea- 
vet: that ſhall bring on the feſernhation and the 
Reſurre&ion of the Churches,. can be 
no other than C ons of Miracles. Bue 
fear-not, O ye Dilgiples, whoſe. Faith is 
almoſt ſunk in the Storms which chreaten to 
overwhelm that Berk whichihach che Locereſts 
of One infinitely greater: Dan Ceſar in. the 
bottom of ic; An Age of Mirach: is-now 


dawning upon the World; and 
Fluttuat , at nunquam mergitur - ile ratis. 


- Mwackr were continued in the Church 
'of God, for Two or Three Hundred Years 
'togerhec , cven until the Antichriſtias acy 
 Was.COme on to ſore extremity. And 


L *I { there 


ke Att = FAO a el "ae 3 MY 
110 "4 Hilary of the Refarguition, 


ſay 1,1 That the Lord's 
| _—__— 


fition upon the Divine Oracles, "and 
afrer utmoſt Application to thaſe Methods by 
which one may atrive to any wderfanding in 
the Times, 1, do humbly affirm, That we. may 


Py yaa rrp kc Neads 
for the Church's tying, under its De/ 
be very near unto ics Accompliſhments”? 


Book of mine does now appear 


| EHHER 5 J2E25 21: 


. 
_ 
p 
- 
. 
4 - 


- 


{15355; TER. 


SIP 


(23th; 
ahh 


HR 2H: ja 
ried atalad nl 


SHERBk 


iti Chriſt = make 
_ ir Ani 


s 


Nis 


i 


112 4 Hiſtory of the Reformgtion, 
the Day is at band, whenthe kingdoms of thu, 
of bi Chrift : Even the Day when Rome, wichy 
all its Unreformable Adherents and 
will _ yy" 2s money — foo > 
own' tr: , Crouas | tur, 
& judex tremendur judicabit populums ſuam ; but. 
allo ſuffer all the Pages threatned her in 
@ mare furs ward of prophecy. "And ſhall not an 
early and-an- happy Share in the Holy Changes 
that"are coming upon the World; be. enjoy'd 
by Great Britain, the IMand which was irra- 
diated "with the Goſpel. of our Lord - Jeſus 
CheSoyipers) oy the wo Pre- 
tenders of St. Peter's being at Romey/: 
poſe his Arrival there, —_ according dr 
Aſſertion of the Antient Gildas ;- Tempore \ ut 
ſcimus ſummo Tiberii Caſaris , Radiorſuor primum 
indulget, id eff, precepts, Chriſtus : We know 
Chriſt granced his to this Land firſt, in 
the latter end- of \7iberiws Car, whoſe laſt 
Year was the Thirty ſevemb , of our Lord ? 
There is no licrle to be gives fan: /uch an 
hope. The Once t Lotd: dJe po iſt, who 
manages Iſles as @ wery little thing," even as 
a Man does the $pirzie in his Mouth-{ for fo 
the Seventy renders. that Paſlage ]. giving it 
whatever Twrn, and Whatever Cef he leaſerh, 
hath marvellous Things to do in'Great Britain; 


yea ; upon 9D a his, people ſhall renew * 
un 


their frength ; and reaſonable and, $chiſ- 
matical 'T E $ T.S thathave enfeebled them, 
will be taken off; Now as Judas Maccabienty 
after the Prophagation of zhs We /aicel hal 
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aud Nonconformity. I13 
Ruary by Antivcbus [| who ſome ſay was the 
firſt that ever invaded Liberty of Conſcience, and 
I add, a 7ype of the Loft ; ] for Twelve bun- 
dred and ſixty Natural Days, chen ſpent Thety 
Days in he Purification of the Temple, and 
ſpent Forty five Days more to prepare ail things 
the Dedication of it; fo 'tis not improba- 
ble, that when the Twelve bundred and 
Tears of Antichrift are out, there may go ſome 
Years to ſweep and uae the Church of _ 
ny wrong #hings that are crept into it z an 
then comes the End, which bleſſed is be that 
waits and comes unto. But the Days of Purifica- 
tion are heweng x n the Church , wherein 
the T_ will y neu and cleanſed from the 
things that have hitherto defiled it ; and tho' 
there ſhould then be found in England particu» 
larly, any conſiderable Perſons guilry of | Fe- 
row's fault, who undertook the Patronage of 
the Abuſes in the beginning of the Fifth Cen- 
twry., againſt which Vigilantins appeared, and 
who beltow'd the name of Dormitantias, with 
other baſe and bad Language upon that Man 
of God ; yet ſuch wigilant Servants of God, as 
become vigorous Reformer: of the Abuſes now 
prevailing, ſhall be gloriouſly proſpered. Sirs! 
ou are not now to be difcourag'd with an 
Abi im cellam , ©& dic, miſerere mes Deus: Tis 
Time for you to be at work, even at thi Work of 
piubliſhing to the Church of God, choſe Prin- 
Ciples of Evangelical Truth, whereco ir ſhould 
be more conformed. Let the Wineſſes of our 
Lord, who have hicherto been Preaching un- 
der the Crof, now ſer themſelves to cxtraordi- 
H | nary 
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nary Prayer, with Faſting, like the Devotions 
of "Panic before the Lord ; and in thefolemn- 
eſt way often reſigning themſelves up to the 
Holy Spiris of God, that being efled by 
him, they may be fitted for, and uſed in the 
moſt eminent Services : Let thera then ſtudy 
what Service: they would have the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt at his coming, find them Fngaged in. 
You are going to drop off your Sackciorh, ye 
Elijabs ; Old Cloaths of the Wilderneſs will 
be taken from you ſooner than you are aware ; 
and” you ſhall haye the garment of praiſe for the 


ſpirit of heavmeſs. l 
If Luther , with the other Heroes of his 
Time, had been a five that the Time ap- 


phinted for making better"and hotter Batteries 
than thoſe which Huf and others had an Hun- 
dred Years before made upon the Rowrſh Ba- 
bylon, was come on, what Security would have 
been added unto their Magnanimity ? 


Ejt wentura Dies , Roma qua ſubruat Arces; 
Jam quaſſe nutant Twrres, Lapſunnque min ant wr. 


GH MD AOL Man WAS =» = 


_—_— 


The Con formiſts Reaſons for 
bearing and joining with the 
Nonconformiſts. 


T. HE fame Reaſons which oblige 
Perſons to 1 and join with 
" Us, us alſo to take all Op- 
wn of hearing and join- 
ing with the Nonconformiſts, they being Mi- 
niſſers of Chriſt, having due Call and Autho- 
rity from him to preach the \Goſpel. "The 
Church hath real need of their Labours, their 
Miniſtry is hated by Satan and his Inſtru- 
ments ; they are duly Tubjet to the higher 
Powers, and are protected by the Law of the 
Land in the courſe of their Miniſtry, and are 
a conſiderable part of that ſame Church of 
Expand, which His preſent Majeſty under God 
is Supreme Governor of, according to the old 
Oath of Supremacy, and the 37:6 Article of 
the Church of England. 

2. Thofe Words of our Saviour's take place 
here ; He rhat is not agamſt us, is on our part, 
Mark 9. 46, The Nonconformiſts really are 
not againſt us,” therefore they are on our part. 
'The and Drift of cheir Miniſtry is-to 
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win Souls, not to this or_ that Se, butto 
Chriſt ; to teachy them their Duty to God, 
and ro His preſent Majeſty , as ſole Supreme 
under God, and the common Center of Ca- 
tholick Unity in theſe Nations. They are 
truly cender of our Miniſtry , rejoice in our 
Labours, and in the Gifts and Graces of able 
and faichftul Conformiſts , rebuke Backbiters 
and Vilifyers of our Miniſtry; and as they 
have opportunity , ſome of them hear. and 
join with us and our Churches. 

3. In che time of the late King Fame: the 
Chutch 'of England did confeſs its Error in 
being ſevere to the Nonconformiſts. This is 
plain from a certain Pamphlet puMliſhed in the 
lace King's Reign, entituled, 4 Letter to 8 
Difſenter, upon occaſion of biz Maj: late gract 
ens Declaration of Indulgence. The Words 
of, page 8, are theſe following ; The Church of 
England convinced of its Error im being ſevere to 
you ; the Parhament , whenever it meeteth , will 
ſure be gentle to your. the next Heir bred wn the 
Countrey which you have [a often quoted for a Pa- 
tern of Indulgence: A general Agreement % all 

ele; 


rhinking Men, that we muſt no more cut our 
off from the Proteſtants abroad, but rather enlarge 
the Foundations upon which we are to build our 
Defence: againſt the common Enemy ;" ſo that m 
truth all things ſeem fo con/pire io grye Jou Eaſe 
and Satizfat:on, &c. This is to be looked u 
on as the general Senſe of the Conforming 
Nobility, Gentry, Commonalty, and , 
in the time of the late King's Reign: for 
Kev ig 
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really it was , as is well known. 
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ehe Church of England doth confeſs its Error 
towards the Diffſenters, and to have erred not 
in ſome light and trivial Matters, but in Mat- 
ters touching the Foundation ; and fſces a ne» 
cellity of enlarging its Foundations, and cons 
ſequently of raking in the Nonconformilts, 
and making them conſticuent Parts of the 
Church with her ſelf. Eicher then the Non» 
conformiſts are upon one and the fame Foun- 
dation with our Gives, or they deſerve to be z 
and it is through no faule of theirs that they 
are not: Being upon the ſame Foundation, 
we cannot be againſt their Miniſtry and Meec- 
ings, but we muſt needs be againſt our own, 
and overthrow the Common Proteftane 
Cauſe, Religion, and. Intereſt in this Nation, 
and conſequently in all other Nations and 
Countries, what in us lies; and in being tor 
their Miniſtry, we are for our own. 
4+ Theſe Scriptures fer together , prove it a 
Duty, viz. Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live, Ia. 5 5.3. 
Where two or three are gathered together im my 
name, there am | in the midf# of them, Mat. 18. 20. 
I charge thee befare God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
preach the word, be inſtant m ſeaſon, out of ſea/on, 
2'Tim. 4. 1, 2. Though I be free from all' men, 
gut bave | made my ſelf ſervant unto all, that'þ 
night gain, the more : And wnta the Jews | be- 
came as a few, that 1 might gain the Fews x; to 
them that ave under the law, as under the law, 
thet I might gain them that are under the law ; 50 
them that are without law, as without law, ( br« 
wot without law to God, but under the law to 
f# ) that I might gain them that are without 
3 law : 
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law : To the weak became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak. I am made all thing: to all men, 
that mag by all means ſave ſome: And thi 1 
do for the goſpel's ſake, x Cory. 19, 20, 2% 
22, _ 

F- Communion of Saints is a principal 
Parc of the Catechiſm, and of the common 
Creed of Chriftendom ; it is a Fundamental in 
true Religion, molt frequently ted in all 


Conprrntng Congregations. Now we do 
not duly believe and practiſe this Fundamen- 
tal, unleſs we hear and join with the Non- 
conforming Brethren in the Word; and Prayer, 
and Sacraments, as we have Call and Oppor- 
eunity, they being viſible Saints, and there 
being nothing in their way of Worſhip , but 
what is eicher laudable or tolerable : © God 
doth own and approve their Miniſtry and 
Meetings, and is graciouſly preſent with them. 


Objetions Anſwered. 


Obj. x. The Difſenters. refuſe Subjetion to 
the Governors of the Church of England, and 
therefore it cannot be ſafe for us to hear and 
join with them. An/w. This is plainly not 
true; for under God His preſent Majeſty is 
ſole Supreme Governor of the Church of Eng- 
land, ruling all Eſtates according to Laws 
enacted by common Conſent in Parliament ; 
witnels the old Oath of Supremacy, and the 
347th” Article of the Church of England yin 
theſe wards, The King's Majeſty bath the thief 
Power im this Realm of England , avd other bis 


Dommions. 


: 


joining with the Nanconformiſts. 119 


Dominions. Unto whom , the chief Government 
of all Eftater of this Realm, whether they be Ec- 
dlefiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes doth afpertaim, 
and 1s not, nor to be ſubjett to any Foreign 
Furiſdittion. Diſſenting Miniſters gene 
rally ſubſcribe this Article; and it is notorious 
that they are duly ſubjet to His preſent Mas 
ſth, pray heartily for him, pay Taxes, : bear 
all-legal Charges, and are more upright and 
cordial to the t Government, than many 
of the rmiſts are. - If you deny Hrs 
preſent Majeſty to be chief Governor of 'the 
Church of 'Ezgland, you then bring in the Pa+ 
pacy, and unhinge the Government. 


Ohj. 2: Though the King be Supreme Go- 
vernor by the Sword, yet Biſhops are Supreme 
Governors 'of the Church of England by the 
Word. An{w. Biſhops have no Authority but 
what is miniſterial and ſubordinate, and there- 
fore they cannot be Supreme Governors : 
They are under Law to God, and they arc 
under Law to the King-as ' God's Vicegerent. 
If you ſuppoſe them Supreme Governors of the 
Charch of England, you fuppole them Popes, 
that is, Ancichriſtian Prelaces, exalting them» 
ſelves above God, and above* the King his 
Vicegerent. Abiarhor the High- Prieſt was not 
Superior to, nor Co-ordinate with King Solo- 
mon, but his Subje&t, and therefore for his 
Crime was juſtly depoſed by him, and Zadeck 


put in his room. 
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Obj. 3. The Difſenting Miniſters  have-not 
juſt and valid Ordination, as being Ordained 
y meer Presbyters without a Biſhop. Anſw. 
God hath no where declared that there cannot 
be juſt and valid Ordination without a Biſhop, 
and therefore the contrary Doctrine mult 
needs, be Erroneous. Accordingly all true 
Proteſtants own and approve Ordination by 
Presbyters without a Biſhop, ( as is uſed in 
the Dutch, Helwetian ,” French , and New-Eng- 
land Churches ) to be zuſt and valid, and not 
defe&ive in any thing abſolutely neceſlary. 
The Church of; England doth .not allow the 
Ordinatioh of Presbyters by a Biſhop only, 
withour the preſence and concurrence of co- 
aſhftant Presbyters, who do equally Impoſe 
Hands with the Biſhop : And. the Presbyteri- 
ans do not allow Ordination by all Presbyters 
promiſcuouſly, bur only by Senior Presbytery 
ſuch as for their: Age , Experience , Gravity, 
Wiſdom , Miniſterial Ability and Fidelity , 
and exemplary Vertues, are Heads and Chief 
Men among them, and a kind of Fathers to 
the Younger Sort, The principal thing in a 
Minifter of Chrift, is not ,External Ordinati- 
on, but Miniſterial Ability and Fideliry ; Ex- 
ternal Ordination is not principal but ſubſer- 
vient: And where is Miniſterial Ability and 
Fidelicy, with the conſent and liking of the 
People, and the protection and countehance 
or permitſhtion of the iſtrate, with Impoſi- 
tion of Hands, and Faſting and Prayer b 
Senior Miniſters: of known Wiſdom, Gravi- 
ty, 
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ty, Piety, and exemplary Vertue and Ability; 
either this is juſt and valid Ordination, or 
there is no ſuch thing as Ordination, neither 
can it be declared what it is. Now this is the 
Ordination in uſe'among the Diſſenters. And 
indeed able and faithful Presbyters are, ac- 
cording to Scripture-phraſe, Biſhops 3 4#s 20. 
17, 28. Pbil. 1. 1, 1Pet. 5. 1. 


Obyj. 4. We who are Conforming Miniſters 
cannot hear and join with the Nonconfor- 
miſts without breach of our Oath of Cano- 
nical Obedienceto the Ordinary. An/w. "That 
Oath binds us but to: obey the Ordinary in 
things lawful arid honeſt : And to hear and 
join with the Nonconformiſts as we have op- 
mp— is neither againſt Law nor Honeſty, 

t rather laudable, pleaſing to God, profita- 
ble to the Soul, and the true way of Peace. 
The Ordinary is not Supreme, but an Officer 
—_— by che King and State touching 

urch-matters, he is under Law to God, 


and ©o the King and State: If he enjoin or 


us any thing contrary to Law, we owd 
him - no Obedience, Our Oath to him binds 
bs t© no new Dury, but only binds us more 
ſtrialy to do what we had been bound by the 
Law to.do, in caſe we had not taken that 
Oath. The ſame Supreme Authority which 
makes the Ordinary, and gives him limited 
Power-over us, doch declare in the Preamble 
of the late AR for Toleration, that the Liber- 
ty now enjoyed by the Nonconformiſts, may 


be an effetfual means to unite His Majeſty s Pro- 
reff ant 
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teftant Subjetts in Interef® and Aﬀetion. Now 
our hearing and j with the Nonconfor- 
miſts, is a — » o—__ _ of 
their t Li , an uently it 
tendeth 'ro the Union of Proteſtants in In- 
tereſt and Aﬀecion, in the Judgment of the 
King, and of both Houſes of Parliamene , 
and conſequently of the Ordinary hinſelf ; 
for by the Ordinary is meant the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſs, who is one of the Houſe) of 
Lords, and ſo hath a hand in making the 
Law. How can we diſobey the Biſhop by 
hearing and joining with choſe Men, unto 
whom -the Biſhop elf, as a Member of 
the Houſ& of Lords, doth by his conſent to 
the At of Parliament, give free Liberty, as 
an effectual means of uniting Proteſtants in 
Intereſt and AﬀeRion, and exempreth them 
from all Penalties, and from being proſecuted 
in-any Eccleſiaſtical Court, for or by reaſon 
of DPIOIR® X to the Church of Kng+ 
land ? 


Obj. 5. The Nonconformiſts are againſt all 
Church-Government Biſ __ ; and there 
can be no Church without a Biſhop. An/w. 
The Nonconformilts are not againſt- all 
Church-Government by Biſhops , for they 
have long deſired that famous ' Archbiſhop 

's Model of Church-Government” by 
Biſhops and Presbyters might be eſtabliſhed 
among us. But hitherto they could not obs 
tain it, for there are a Party of Men inthe 
Nation , fome Clergy and- fome Laity, by 
Pro- 
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Profeflion Proteſtants, whom the Piety and 
' Moderation of ſuch Biſhops as Biſhop Uſher 
and Biſhop Hell, doth greatly offend, and can 
by no means pleaſe. A limited Epiſcopacy 
the Nonconformilts generally are not againſt ; 
try and 'ſee if they will not accept and wil 
lingly Conform to Archbiſhop Uſher's Model. 
That there may be a Church withour a Bi- 
ſhop, is plain from the Durch, Hebvetion, Pro- 
teftant Frezch Churches, and thoſe in News 
England. There is alſo the univerſal Church 
on Earth, "and. yet no one_univerfal Paſtor 
and on Earth. The Pope indeed claims 


to be fo, but for chat he is by Proceſtanes juſtly | 


charged with Antichriſtian Pride and Ambi- 
tion, There is alſo the Church of England, 


as compriſing all the Chriſtian People in Eng-. 


land; but no one Man is univerſal Biſhop to 
all the Chriſtian People in England, nor are 
all the Biſhops put cogether Governors of the 
Church of England, but they are ſubjet to 
the King, and Governed by Laws made by 
the King and Parliament, as hath been de- 
clared ; and therefore it is not-erue that there 
can be no Church without a Biſhop. The 
Church conſiſteth by Chriſtian Fqich, Hope, 
and Love, not as excluſive of Paſtors and Mi 
niſters, but as ſuppoſing and including them 
as God's Inſtruments for begetting and finiſh- 
ing theſe heaveniy Graces: And nothing hin- 
ders but that able and faithful Presbyters may 
be inftrumental in God's Hands for begetting 
and finiſhing theſe heavenly Graces in chou- 
{lands of Souls, yea and much better _ 

ome 
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ſome Biſhops, . ſuch as either» cannot, or will 
not Labour in the Word and Doctrine; Po- 
piſh Biſhops, who are Idolaters , and ſuch 
_ as ſeck themſelves and not the things of 


Obj. 6. The Nonconformiſts have: no Ce- 
remonies in their way of Worſhip. An/w. 
Yes, but they have two Ceremogies of God's 
own Ordaining, Baptiſm and -<& Inſtitution 
- of Bread and Wine; and if God had not + 
thought theſe two enough, he could eaſily 
have Ordained more; but he thought good to 
Ordain no more, and it muſt needs be a wiſe 
and ſafe way to keep to God's Ordinance. 


Obj. 7. The Nonconformiſts have no puly- 
lick Liturgy, that is, no ſtinted Form of Pub- 
lick Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments. 
fnſw. You will give the Miniſter leave to 
chuſe his Text, and compoſe and methodiſe 
his Sermon 5 Why can you not allo leave him 
co perform the other part of Miniſterial Of- 
fice , reſpeting Prayer , Thankſgiving , and 
the Sacraments, by a ſtinted Form or not, as 
be himſelf is beſt able and thinks molt meet ? 
It -his Words be grave, ſound, ſcriptural, pi- 
ous, ſuited to common Edification , though 
not to each ones Fancy, your Duty is to mind 
your Heart, to purify that from Pride and 
carnal Prejudice, and evil Thoughts, and af- 

ionately to concur and join in all the Ser- 
vice, and be thankful. It is very deſirable 
that all Miniſters were of ſuch Abilities, and 
at 
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at all times fo prompt and full, as to need no 
ſtinted Form in ick ; ler thoſe who are ſo 
able, not be abridged of their Liberty beyond 
their own Choice and Chriſtian Prudence. 
The Nonconformiſts keep ro Chriſt's own 
Words in the AR of Baptiſm, and they re- 
cite the Words of Chriſt couching the Lord's 
Supper, and they keep to a ſtinted Form in 
Singing Pſalms, and they read God's own 
Word in their Aﬀemblies; and if they be 
able to Preach, chey are able to Pray, and to 
ſuit their Prayer to the Edification of that 
People over whom they are ſet, and to whom 
they Miniſter. And therefore this can be no 
juſt Exception ;- they think they have much 
more n eo except againſt our way, as be- 
ing coo much in ſtinced Forms. 


Obj. 8. We who are Conformiſts, cannot 
hear nd Joie with the Nonconformiſts wich- 
our” condemning our own way. An/w. It 
doth not follow, that becauſe our Way is 
good, therefore their Way is not good; for 
as to external Modes, and Forms, and Things 
circumſtantial , Siſtet-Churches, and Neigh- 
bour-Congregations may differ, and yer both 
be good and lawful. Twenty Miniſters at 
the ſame time. in diſtant Congregations may 
hir upon the ſame Text, and deliver the ſame 
ſubſtantial Dorine, and yet their Words and 
Method and Compoſure may wondertully 
yary, and all may be good and uſeful, and 
God more alorified by ſuch Variety, chan 
otherwiſe. Moſt conforming Congregations 

Ve 
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have no Organs ; ſorhe have; muſt therefore 
one af the ewo neceſſarily be bad and'fdamna- 
ble? The Charches in Holland; "the Churches 
in Helvetia and Geneva, the Churches in Den- 
mark, and in New-England, the Proteſtant 
French Churches, have different Ways , and 
Modes, and Forms , as to external Worſhip. 
If one be good , *muſt we therefore condemn 
all the reft as finful 2 Whar is ſinful and for- 
bidden by God, we may in no wiſe conform 
to ; but what is neither preciſely commanded, 
nor preciſely forbidden by God, may be done 
of not done, according as Chriſtian Prudence 
ſhall diate to be convenient : In ſuch 
Caſes and Matters we are afrer the e 
of St. Paul to be all things to all Men; if 
we come to an Epiſcopal Charch, ' do as they 
doz if we come to a Presbyterian Chuech, 
do as they do ;* according as Ambroſe adviſed 
*Augnſtine, Ad quancunque tccleſiarm weneris, ej 
a ſerya, k Ce. "To what Church Goſer 
thou ſhale come, obſerve its way and manner, 
if thou wouldſt neicher offend others, nor have 
others to offend thee. * 


Obj, 9. If the Nomconformilts will preach 
in the Church, I will readily hear them ; bur 
to hear them in Barns and private Houſes, and 
the like places, I will not, I am againſt it. 
Anſw, We cannot follow a better Pattern than 
Chriſt: Now he preached not only in the 
Temple and Synagogue, but in private Hou- 
fes, and ſometimes upon a Mountain, and by 
che Sea-lide out of a Ship, the People ſtanding 

- upon 
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upon the Shore; and he never declined Preach- 


ing to more or fewer in any convenient place 
ſuitable to the Occaſion. The places in which 
the Nonconformiſts preach, ſome of them are 
goodly Edifices; ſome of them are publick 

ppels, the meaneſt of them are not natu- 
rally indecent, they beſt ſuic with their Cir« 
._ cumſtances; and being graciouſly preſence 
with them, the places where they afſemble 
muſt needs be rhe Houſe of God, and the Gate of 
Heawen, Gen. 28. 10, to 18. Get them free 
leave to exerciſe their Miniſtry in the Chur- 
ches, and they will willingly quit their Barns 
and other places; but it you exclude them . 
from the Churches, you neceflitate them to 


pa in other places; and by valuing the 
ord for the fake of the Place, rather than, 
the Place for the fake of the Word, you Ue- 
clare that indeed you do nor truly value God's 
Word. As it was no Shame to Chriſt to be 
born in a Stable, nor to his Virgin-Mgther, be- 
cauſe it was not their Sin bur their Calamity, 
bur all the Shame was to thoſe chat thruſt them 
inco the Stable: ſo it is no Shame for God's 
Miniſters and "People to worſhip him in a 
Barn, when they have no fitter Place to wor« 
ſhip God in 5 but the Shame is to thoſe that 
might allow them better Places ro worſhip 
God in, and will not, but thruſt them into a 
Barn, and- then make that a Cloak for their 
not hearing and joining with them. 


Oby. 10. There 
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Ohbj. xo. There is no need of the Noncor- 
formiſts Preaching, it doth more hurt than 
good, it may better be ſpared, the Conformiſt 
Miniſters are full enow for the People of this 
Land. Anſw. I confeſs that if all Places 
throughout the Nation were ſupplied by able 
and faithtyl Conforming Miniſters, as ſome 
are, there would not be fuch need of the Non- 
conformilſts Preaching as now there is ; but it 
is manifeſt co all diſcerning and impartial Chri- 
ſtians, that though there is no want of Mini- 
ſters, yet there is great need of-able, holy, pow- 
erful, painful and exemplary Miniſters in all 
the Dioceſſes of England ; and pious Confor- 
miſts and Nonconformiſts Miniſters have need 
of each others Labours, and the more humble 
and faichful they are, the more ſenſible of it. 
Never to this day did the Church over-abound 
with able and faichful Preachers, nor will to 
the end of the World, while the Followers of 
Cain and Abel remain in the World, and many 
are called, but few choſen. - Good Biſhop Hal 
would uſe to ſay, You may as well complain 
of too many Stars in the Firmament, as of too 
many good Preachers in a County. 


Obj. x1. The late A of Toleration doth 
only tolerate the Nonconformiſt Meetings, it 
doth not approve them. Anſw, Ir is.plain from 
the Preamble of the AR, that ic permits them 
as an effettual means to unite their Majeſties Prote- 
fant Subjetts m Intereſt and Aﬀettion ; and ne 
ore 
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fore ic mult needs approve them. For nothing 
that is not good and laudable, and worthy to 
be approved, can be an effectual means of uni- 
ting Proceſtancs in Intereſt and Aﬀetion; fo 
chat the Nonconformiſts have as true Right to 
cheir places by the Law of the Land, as the 
Conformitſts have co theirs, they are both alike 
under His Majeſties Protetion, and do alike 
ſtand or fall with Him and His Govern- 
ment ; ' their Religion is one, they have the 
ſame common Enemy, and are like to be hap- 
py or miſerable, ſtrong or weak, according as 
they unite in God and His preſent Majeſty, or 
do not unite. 


Ohj. 12. The Diſſenting Meetings are not 
true viſible Churches of Chriſt. Anſw. The 
19th Article of the Church of England declares 
the wiſible Church of Chriſt to be a C ation of 
faithful Men, in which the pure Wierd of God s 
preached, and the Sacraments be duly miniftred ac- 
cording to Chriſt s Ordinance, im all thoſe things 
that of meceſſity are vequiſite to the ſame. Now 
the Diſſenting Meetings are viſibly ſuch Con- 
gregations, and therefore it is impoſlible that 
they ſhould be heretica!, ſchiſmarica!, and lack- 
ing in any thing neceflary to the being of crue 
vilible Churches of Chritt. Jt we deny them 
to be rue viſible Churches of Chriſt, we ſhall 
not be able ro prove the Contormiſt Churches 
true viſible Churches of Chriſt ; for my pare I 
am not able, and I deſpair to ſee it ſolidly and 
(cripturally proved by any other. 


I Oby. 14, 
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Obj. 13. Conforming and Nonconforming 
Churches are contradictorily oppoſite, as Light 
and Darkneſs, Chriſt and Belia/, Heaven and 
Hell, and therefore both. cannot be true 
Churches. Anſw. Such 'as conform to God's 
Word, and ſuch as do not conform to God's 
Word in the Subſtance and Foundation of Re- 
ligion, are contradictorily oppoſite, as Heaven 
and Hell, the Church of God and the Syna- 
gogue of Satan ; but they who equally con- 
orm to God's Law in the Subſtance and Foun- 
dation of Religion, and differ but about-cir- 
cumſtantial things enjoined by Man's Law, 
though really and for the main they be both 
Conformiſts, yer verbally and ſecundum quid 
they differ as Conformiſts and Nonconformults ; 
therefore the grand difference is not between 
Conforming and Nonconforming Proteſtants, 
but between godly and ungodly Proteſtants, 
whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. As 
for godly Men Conformiſts and Nonconfor- 
miſts, they can bear with one another, and re- 
joice in each others Labours, and fincerely 
though not perfectly deny themſelves, and mind 
and ſeek the things of Chriſt, and advance his 
Kingdom ;z but it is unregenerate, ungodly, 
Selt-lecking, Saint-hating, ſenſual and —_ 
Men, A Conformilts or Nonconformiſts, 
that are the Plague of the Church, and Satan's 
chief Agents. 


Obj. 14. It is fitter that the Nonconformiſts 
Come over to us than we to them; we by yield- 
ng 
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ing to them ſhall harden them- in their ſinful 
Nonconformity, and ſhall difpleaſe our own 
Side; and not gain our Enemy. Anſw. Be it 
ſuppoſed that Nonconformiry is a Sin, -will it 
therefore follow that 'we are not to do our 
Duty. tro God and them, and all that in us lies 
ſeek the Peace of the Church and the Publick 
Good ? Rigid Conformiſts confeſs the Points 
ſcrupled- by Nonconformiſts, to be in their 
own .nature indifferent, neither commanded 


p nor forbidden by God, and that the Church 


may well be without them: Moderate Confor- 
miſts confeſs the Church might better be with- 
out them, if all both Rulers and People could 
be ſo content: but Nonconformiſts judge ſome 
of the things to be flatly ſinful. Now on whom 
doth-ithe to yield ? They retaining their own 
Principles, cannot yield and come over to us; 
we retaining our own Principles, may come 
over to:them, and join with them in the Word, 
and Prayer, and Sacraments, as we have Call 
and rtunity ; and in fo doing, we gain 
ther ſo far as it lies in- us to gain them ; we 
pleaſe God, which is Motive ſufficient, ' and 
cannot but have a good end and fect. If 
they make an ill uſe of our Condeſcenſion, 
that is. their Sin, for which they miſt anſwer 
to God, who will nat fail to accept aid re- 
ward our good Deed 2 1and if Conformiſts be 
diſpleaſed with us for doing our duty, ſhall we 
therefore deſiſt from it The queſtion is nor, 
whether they ſin in not conforming? 'bur al- 
lowing to each other their different Thoughts 
and Opinions about Conformity, whats the 

I 2 duty 


132 The Conformiſts Reaſons for 

duty of both ſides as to mutual Peace and Con- 
cord 2 are ſo prudent as in the courſe of 
their Miniſtry to inſiſt upon thoſe Points in 
which both ſides agree , as being ſufficient for 
Edification ; and therefore we may ſafely join 
with them in publick Church-dutics as we have 
occaſion , without receding from our own 
Principles, without breaking any Law divine 
or humane ; and therefore it will lie at our 
door if we do not; we fin againſt one Arti- 
cle of Faith, The Communion of Samts. 


Obj. x5. The Nonconformiſts preaching is 
generally Myſtical, Enthufiaſtical, and Calvi- 
niſtical , therefore I care not to hear them. 
Anſw. You mean (I ſuppoſe) they preach up 


the Dodrines of Original Sin, Re , 
and Myſtical Union with Chriſt, > I wiſh 


we did preach more on ſuch Subjects, which 
are ſo neceſſary in order to Salvation,. and 
which come more home to the Conſcience 
whereas that which we call Rational and 
niows, does only affet che Fancy ; the truths, 
too many of us preach up Senecs more than we 
do St, Paw, 


Obj. x6. Can you give an inſtance, an 
example of what you -prefs and exhort to? 
An(w. Yes, a famous one xecorded in the Har- 
mony.of Confeſſions of three Parties of Pro- 
teltants in Poland, ſome following the Auguftan 
Conteflion, ſome following the Hehvetias Cot 
felion, and ſome following the Babemian 
Confetfion; and being ſenſi of the exil and 
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fad effects of their Diviſions, the leading Men 
of each Party came to an Agreement as to 
Doctrine and Points of Faith, and permicted 
to one another diverſity in Rites and external 
Modes, and fo became one, and did preach, 
and pray, and communicate with one ano- 
ther, and did greatly Nouriſh in ve midſt of 
Popiſh Adverfaries and Arian Hereticks, and 
Enemies of all ſorts. Sec for this Corpas Cone 
feſſ. par. 1. pag, 163. p&r-2. pag. 215. Pargi It 


Nic. Cap. 17. 


o 

Obj. 17. A downright and thorow Con-, 
formiſt I love, a downright Nonconformiſt I 
can fence my ſelf againſt, and do not much 
fear nor care for : but a doubting Conformiſt, 
neither Fiſh nor Fleſh, halting berween God 
and Baal, and true to no fide, I cannot en- 
dure; the Church is in moſt danger from ſuch, 
from ſuch good Lord deliver us. © Anfw. You 
do well to be againſt Double-mindednefs and 
Hypocriſy, and halting berween God and 
Baal ; | pray ſtick to this Principle, and be 
for no Side, far no Set and Party againſt im- 
partial Touch. and Godlineſs, and permir me 
and others-to. ſerve you, and both Confor- 
miſts and Nonconformilts in Love ; and all 
that lies itt us to live peaccably witch all Men; 
and to be .one with God, and all good Men 
againſt, che Wogld, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
Remember the Communion. of Saints is an 
Artide of Faich twice repeated in Conforming 
Churches each Lord's Day, and at other _ 
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Lee us all agree to- practiſe this one Article of 
Faith impartially, and it will heal all our 
Breaches and Diviſions : I preſs no one to go 
againſt his own Principles and the DiQare of 
his Conſcience, but'only in times of great Di- 
viſion, and of "miany Seats and Parties, and 
contrary Ways and Intereſts, to be an impar- 
tial Chriſtian 5 and to abound in holy Love 
and Self-denial; and true Zeal for the Peace 
of God's Church in this Nation, and for the 
publick Good. Certainly St. Paw/ did well in 
circumciſing Teawothy, At: 16. 3. and yet eclſe- 
where he counts-Cireumciſion « weak and beg - 
garly Element, Gal. 4.9. and tells the Galatians, 
If ye be circumer/ed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, 
Gal. 5.2. Was therefore St. Paul neither Fiſh nor 
Fleſh, but a double-minded Hypocrite ? Judge 
not according two Appearance, but according 
to Truth : have love ro your Country, value 
Perſons by their inſides. 


Let us remember the Day of Judgment, lo- 
vingly converſe- with our Proteſtane Brechren, 
n6t be ſtrange to them, ſerve them in Love ; 

ioice that Chriſt is preached, Souls ſaved and 

ifed, and Satan confounded dy the Miniſtry 
of Proteſtant Conformilts and Nonconformiſts. 
Long for the good Day when all' Set-names 
ſhall be aboliſhed; and till chat"can be, let us 
_ and indeed 'be! one in Love 4--embrace 
the Nonconfotmiſts as dear Brethren im Chriſt, 


tnake ' them freely welcome to preach in our 
Palpits, encourage our People to hear them, 


U 


and 
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and hear and join with them ourdclves as we 


have Qppormaty, and thank them for their 
Labours, and wiſh them alt good Succefs, and 


extend our Charity to ſuch of 4 as need, 
and in all things conform ourfelves to the 
Example of Chrift. To him be Glory for 


ever, Amen. 6 
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